
QR Droid & NWPC Photo Caching 2015 

This is a quick and dirty guide to using QR Droid to do our outing.  These instructions are for Android 
since that is what I have for a smartphone. If you have an iPhone, I assume there are probably similar 
apps and procedures you can follow. 
 
A sheet has been published that has the waypoints of this walk encoded as geo-QR codes. Print this 
sheet out and bring it with you to the outing. 
http://nwphoto.org/resources/outings/photocaching2015/NWPCPhotoCaching2015-qrcode.pdf 
 

 You should install the application before arriving at the outing, and practice scanning and 
interacting with Google Maps. 

 If you don't have a mapping application installed, at least install Google Maps (most phones 
come with it pre-installed, but if not, it's in Play Store (free):  
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.google.android.apps.maps) 

 Be sure your phone has GPS turned on when doing these steps (for navigation) 
 

1. Install QR Droid: 
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=la.
droid.qr 

 

http://nwphoto.org/resources/outings/photocaching2015/NWPCPhotoCaching2015-qrcode.pdf
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=la.droid.qr
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=la.droid.qr


2. Start QR Droid, by default it starts your 
phone's camera. 

3. Position it over the QR codes on your 
sheet of paper (you might have to fold the 
paper or cover up other codes to make 
sure you're only scanning the code you 
want). 

4. Once QR Droid focuses the camera and 
recognizes the code it will beep/vibrate 
and continue to the next step. 

 

5. It should show you the location of the 
waypoint as a pin on a map (the map can 
be pinch-zoomed, so your starting point 
may differ from mine, but you can zoom in 
on the pin) 

6. This lets you visually see it, but 
you will want to navigate to this 
location, on my phone I have to 
now hit the "Back" button. 

 



7. This brings you to a summary for the code 
you just scanned. You will see the position 
and a list of functions you can now do 
based on that information. 

8. Select "get directions" 

 

9. Depending on your settings it may prompt 
you what map to use. If you know how to 
use a different mapping application, by all 
means use that one. In this example I'm 
just using Google Maps 

 



10. In the case of Google Maps, it now 
presents you with your navigation options. 
If your GPS is turned on, then your starting 
location will be "Your Location". The end 
point will be what it thinks the waypoint is 
(since we're not on streets you might get a 
variety of different names here  ) 

11. Make sure you select "walking" mode (the 
little man icon at the top), so that it 
doesn't try to direct you along roads. 

12. Tap "Start Navigation" (we really don't 
care about the alternatives in this case). 

 

13. It should now switch to a map view of the 
route to follow. On most phones this will 
be a 3D view oriented depending on how 
you're holding the phone. The main thing 
is you will see a direction arrow and lines 
to follow. 

14. It might try to tell you go to out to the 
streets, just ignore that and use the 
navigation indicators to go to the next 
waypoint 

15. Start walking in the direction of the arrow, 
you're on your way to the first waypoint! 

 
In this screen shot, I was at work. When you are at 
the outing it will be showing your current position. 
Since I selected walking mode, it estimates I would 
need 1 hour 40 minutes to walk to this waypoint 
 

 



 

16. Once you're ready to continue, go back to 
QR Droid, 

17. If you're still at the information screen for 
the last waypoint, tap the navigation icon 
in the upper right corner (looks like a 
touch-tone number pad?) 

18. and then on the main home page, click 
"Scan" to switch to the camera view 

19. Scan your next code and repeat the 
process. 

 

 


