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March 2016 
 

Editor's Desk (Shona LaFortune ï editor@nwphoto.org)  

Did you know that thereôs no scientific basis for the old weather sayings like ñMarch comes in like a 
lionò?  That only works something like 3 out of 10 times; still, many of us will nod knowingly when we 
get that crappy early March weather.    March means spring ï itôs the Vernal Equinox, St. Patrickôs 
Day for those of you who like to wear green, and this year, Easter.   
 
Cue the clip art: 

 
If you like floral photography, the next couple of months are 
yours.  Do not miss the April 24 club outing to the Nitobe 
Gardens at UBC.  Should be beautiful.  And if gardens 
arenôt quite your thing, this month, right on the day of the 
aforesaid Vernal Equinox, weôll be in Steveston exploring 
the fishing, canning and ship-building heritage of the area.  
All the details in ñOutingsò in this issue, and of course the 
website, which you should always check for any last-
minute changes, and in case Iôve erred in my reporting . . .  

 

 

Upcoming Meetings (program@nwphoto.org) 

On March 22, bring your black and white prints for consideration for the Crescent Beach Black and 
White competition. (see January newsletter and our competition chair emails for the nitty gritty about 
sizing, rules, etc.).  Remember, you must also ñDropboxò the digital versions so we can show them at 
a meeting later. 
 
Also, enjoy the short, individual presentations by our members on topics of their choice.  This should 
be fun, since thereôs so much talent in the club.  It might be a show and tell, or a ñhow toò or . . . ??   
 
Donôt miss the April 5 meeting as we welcome Adam Gibbs, a local professional photographer, who 
does fantastic work primarily in landscape, nature and gardens. 
 
On April 26, our multi-talented President, Karen, will present Whose Hue: Colour in Photographic 
Composition.  All about the successful use of complementary and analogous hues when composing 
your photographs.  (And if you are a little rusty on those terms, you really wonôt want to miss this 
meeting). 
 

mailto:editor@nwphoto.org
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Outings (outings@nwphoto.org)  

 
Our March 20 outing will be to the Steveston Heritage Fishing Village.  Combined with a ñscavengerò 
photo challenge that will have you looking around perhaps for things outside your normal shooting 
zone, you will love this area no matter how often you have visited.  Fishing boats, cute stores, the 
national historic sites of Gulf of Georgia Cannery and Britannia Heritage Shipyards, waterfront walks, 
birds, reflections . . . and food.  Pajoôs is famous for its fish & chips, and there are lots of inside 
choices if the weather isnôt great. 

Meet at 10 AM in front of the Steveston Museum & Visitor Centre at 3811 Moncton Street. 
 
Spring is in the air, and our April 24 outing will be to the beautiful and serene Nitobe Memorial 
Garden at UBC.  One of the most authentic Japanese gardens in North America, this garden is 
especially gorgeous in the spring.  Meet at the gate at 11 AM.  Admission is $7 for adults and $5.50 
for seniors. 
 
May 29 is the date for our May outing.  Details TBA. 
 
 

Monthly quiz 

  
Remember last monthôs quiz?  The guy on the right is our own Peter Ellis in 
1960. Easy clue in his bio as he mentions coming to Canada with the RCAF 
in 1948. A post on our Facebook page resulted in one response, and a 
correct one.  Congrats to Derek, who guessed the name and came close on 
the year.  He left the March 1 meeting with a Tim Hortonôs gift certificate in 
his pocket.  Peterôs photo comes with a story and, although unrelated to 
photography, is a good read, so Iôve tucked it at the end of this issue. 

 

 
 

Quiz for March: Name two members of our club who 
have traveled to Mexico on their motorcycles.  First 
correct answer to editor@nwphoto.org wins a prize. 
(Oh, sorry, the riders arenôt eligible.) Clues in the bios.  
Get to know your fellow members and win prizes.  How 
cool is that?   Entries close at the end of March. 
 
(cgi image É S. LaFortune 2016) 
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 Themes (themes@nwphoto.org)  

March 20 is the last date to enter the online theme ñImpressionismò.  This theme will let you explore 
new techniques to find ways to express how you ñfeelò about the subject you are photographing, or 
what impression you get from it.   
 
Just opened, ñStock it to me, Part 2ò.  This theme is looking for a photograph that could be used for 
stock photography.  Your photo must involve people, but doesnôt have to show a face.  People in 
activities such as running on the beach, walking the dog, etc. are popular stock photo ideas (Google 
will give you many many many more).  Have fun with captions as well. 
 
For all themes, be sure to read the statement before submitting your entries. Donôt just go by the theme title. 

  

Results  

 
Theme challenge ñAinôt it foggy outsideò.  This theme had 47 entries and lots of ties: 
 

Title Photographer Standing 

Ghost Ship Nancy 6th to 10th (tie) 

Francois forester Ziggy 6th to 10th (tie) 

Tug Cathy 6th to 10th (tie)  

Great Blue Heron Karen 6th to 10th (tie) 

Tug in Fraser Fog Karen 6th to 10th (tie) 

A peaceful morning stroll Bruce 5th 

Line-up at the Airport Glenn 4th  (21 pts) 

Chilliwack Ziggy 3rd (tie) (22 pts) 

A foggy Steveston morning Bruce 3rd (tie) (22 pts) 

Fog Beyond the Fountain Karen 3rd (tie) (22 pts) 

Loverôs Walk Geoffrey 2nd (31 pts) 

Ҍ  Dense Fog Where To? Lionel 1st (55 pts) 

 

 
 

The Morning View É Milada D., one of the theme entries for ñéfoggy outsideò. 

Such a classic Vancouver area scene.  

mailto:themes@nwphoto.org
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Results (contõd) 

On March 1, we held an in-club digital competition with a twist.  Well, actually with a theme ï ñGoing 
Greenò.  Judged in-house by Peter, Shona and Geoffrey, points were close, but here are all the 
results, for the record: 

 

Title Artist Points 

Green Gaze Nancy  27 

Emerald Pond Glenn  24 

Endangered Green Turtle Nancy  24 

Morris Minor David P 23 

Canal Growth Shona  22.5 

Statuesque in Green Ben  22 

Sea Anemone Geoff  21 

Garden Gaze Karen  20 

Hummingbird Green Debra  20 

Beauty Of A Malachite Milada  20 

Image 2106 Brenda  20 

Going Green 2 Mike F 20 

Leafy Closeup Nathan  20 

28 Days of Practice Geoff  19.5 

Greening The Desert Shona 19.5 

Green and Blue Above and A Stripe of Green Lights Brenda  19 

Aspen Green Tim  19 

Green Valley Tim  19 

Desert Green Debra  19 

Environmentally Low-Impact Drilling Ben  18 

Scary Forest Path Glenn  17 

The Garden Gate Karen  17 

Triffids David P 17 

Going Green 1a Alberto  17 

Going Green 1b Mike F 17 

Mossy Steps Nathan  17 

Paradilia Milada  17 

 

 

 

 

Follow our Facebook Page for more club competition results photos. 
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Green Gaze É Nancy M., top scoring image in the clubôs 
recent in-house theme competition ñGoing Greenò 

 Emerald Pond É Glenn M, placed 2nd in the ñGoing 
Greenò competition. 

 

 
Morris Minor, É David P., another great entry for ñGoing 
Greenò 
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Hidden Web Nuggets 

(webmaster@nwphoto.org)  
 

NWPC and Internet Explorer 

 
When Internet Explorer (IE) 9 was released, Microsoft added the concept of "pinning" for websites. 
You can drag a web site link from the browser's address bar to your windows Task Bar. IE 9 had 
functionality added that allowed a compliant site to expose extra information beyond a simple web 
link. IE exposes that information as an icon menu (called the "Jump List").  
 
Jump Lists for pinned applications were added in Windows 7 ï for other applications, they usually 
show the last files you opened in that application. 
 
In the case of NWPC, we took advantage of this as soon as IE 9 came out.  Our Jump List 
information exposes a list of links to key areas of the site (similar to the "Fast Track" link list on our 
home page). 
 

Donõt know how to òpinó a site using IE? 

 
[IMPORTANT: you must pin our home page, pinning from other pages in the site will not take 
advantage of this feature] 
 
Step 1: go to the address bar in IE and go to our site's Home page. When you hover over the site 
icon, you'll notice the tool tip that this site can be "pinned". 
 

 
 

  

mailto:webmaster@nwphoto.org
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Step 2: click and drag that icon to your Windows Taskbar. Our club logo is used as the button icon. 

 
 
Step 3: if you click the icon, it launches the club's home page link any other pinned link. BUT if you 
right-click that icon, you will see our Jump List. You can now click any of those to go straight to that 
section. 

 
 
(OK, hands up everyone who didnôt have a clue about this? I, personally, donôt use IE, but many do, 
and this is a very cool shortcut to often-used pages.  Thanks, Derek, for putting this together for us ï 
Ed.) 
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North Shore Challenge Results 

We didnôt do as well as we had last year, but we didnôt have all our talented members represented 
either.  The timing of submissions, right after the Christmas Break Everything Falls Out of Your Brain 
Season, may have been a factor.  And you never know from year to year; it depends on the judges. 
We scored a total of 113 points.  The winning club, North Shore Photographic Society, scored 129. 
 
Our individual results, for our entry of 6 images: 
 

Title Photographer Judgesô scores and total 

Lovely Solitude Bruce 8,7,6    21 

Mannequin and Madonna Karen 7,7,6    20 

Prairie Cathedral Glenn 6,6,7    19 

Stump Bill 6,6,6    18 

Along the Fence Shona 6,6,6    18 

Industrial Operations Ben 7,5,5    17 

 
I believe that the scores are out of 9, and the top images of the whole competition scored 24 points, 
which would be 8,8,8. 

 

Key (and not so key) dates 

 
March 13 ï The St. Patrickôs Day Parade in downtown Vancouver, part of CelticFest. 11:00 a.m. If 
you are thinking of driving down, be aware of many street closures and plan accordingly.   
 
March 13 ï Daylight Savings Time begins. 
 
March 17 ï St. Patrickôs Day.  Wear something green.  Or a shamrock.  Or both.  Drink green beer.  
You know the drill.   
 
March 17 ï The West Coast Animatographers meeting in the auditorium of the New Westminster 
Public Library, 6:45 p.m.  If you are at all interested in slide shows, stick your head in and see what 
weôre up to.  This monthôs theme ñMoving Stills or Still Moviesò.  You are welcome to comment and 
you certainly donôt have to bring a show.   
 
March 20 ï  Club outing to Steveston.  Heritage and more.   
 
March 20 - ALSO the closing date for entries to the ñImpressionismò theme. 
 
March 22 ï Club meeting.  Bring your prints to enter for the Crescent Beach B&W Challenge.  
 
March 25 ï Good Friday.   
 
March 27 ï Easter Sunday.  ALSO the very last day to VOTE (and comment) on the ñImpressionismò 
theme.  
 
April 16 - Crescent Beach Black and White Print Challenge. St. Marksô Church Hall, 12953 20th 
Avenue, in Surrey. 7:00 PM. 

http://animatography.net/
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April 17 ï Closing date for entries for ñStock it to me, Part 2ò 
 
April 24 ï Club outing to Nitobe Gardens at UBC.  Treat your lenses to some Zen.  And you too. 
 
April 24 ï ALSO the Vancouver Camera Show and Swap Meet at the Camera Recreation Centre 
(next to Lougheed Mall), 9523 Camera Street, Burnaby.  10:00 to 4:00, $5 (early birds can pay $15 to 
get in at 9:00). 
 
April 24 ï ALSO the last date to vote and comment on the Stock it to me, Part 2 theme. 
 
 

Other Bits 

 
Parking ï New members may have figured out that parking is tight (to say the least) for the first 
meeting of the month.  Another group meets in the basement of the same building, for one thing.  If 
you can, arrive early and socialize with the other early birds, or catch up on your email.  Otherwise, 
allow a little extra time for the walk back from your remote parking spot. 
 
Afraid to crop?  I notice a lot of comments on cropping.  Even with slides, we used to put little bits of 
tape on them to improve the composition.  Unless you are making a print and donôt want to pay for a 
custom matte, you are certainly not restricted to any format, so if a square or narrow vertical suits 
your vision, donôt hesitate to crop off any part that doesnôt contribute to the strength of your image. 
 
 

Follow us on social media 

Updates, reminders and photos appear here.  These are links; feel free to follow them if you are on 
Facebook or have a Twitter account.  And you can post to our pages. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
And never forget our website. Itôs your link to your fellow membersô galleries, our outing photos, 
updated meeting and outing information (everything in this newsletter is subject to change of course), 
and just so much more. 
 

www.nwphoto.org 

Visit us often! 
 

 

http://www.nwphoto.org/
https://www.facebook.com/NewWestminsterPhotographyClub
https://twitter.com/NWPClub
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The story behind the photo 

Lƴ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ ƛǎǎǳŜ όǎŜŜ ŀƭǎƻ άvǳƛȊέ ƻƴ ǇŀƎŜ нύ L ǎŀƛŘ L ǿƻǳƭŘ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ǘƘŜ ǎǘƻǊȅ ōŜƘƛƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǉǳƛȊ 
ǇƘƻǘƻΦ  tŜǘŜǊ 9ƭƭƛǎ ǿǊƻǘŜ ǘƘƛǎ ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ /ŀƴŀŘƛŀƴ aƛƭƛǘŀǊȅ CƭƛƎƘǘ 9ƴƎƛƴŜŜǊǎ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴ 
ƴŜǿǎƭŜǘǘŜǊ tǊƻǇǿŀǎƘΦ  !ƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ ƴƻǘ ǊŜƭŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǇƘƻǘƻƎǊŀǇƘȅΣ ƛǘΩǎ ŀ ƘǳƎŜ ǊŜƳƛƴŘŜǊ ƻŦ Ƙƻǿ ƳǳŎƘ 
ǘƘŜǊŜ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ōŜƘƛƴŘ ŀ ǎƛƳǇƭŜ ǇƘƻǘƻƎǊŀǇƘΦ  !ƴŘ ƛǘΩǎ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ ǊŜŀŘΦ  YŜŜǇ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǇƘƻǘƻǎΣ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΗ  
 
Lac Eon emergency- 1960 
 
There was no indication, when we took off from Goose Bay, that this trip would be any different from 
any other we had made lately. The weather was about what you might expect for Labrador in July ï 
variably cloudy, with a low ceiling, and the enroute forecast was for more of the same. 
 
But who are 'we'? The crew of a C119G  #22113, of #1 Electronic Warfare Unit (EWU) based at 
Station St.Hubert PQ, returning from Goose Bay, after a routine EW operation exercising the ground-
radar stations of the Mid-Canada Line.  Officially termed 'Fairchild Packet', to all who knew her the 
C119 was the ñFlying Boxcarò. 
 
These were Cold-War days, when the Mid-Canada (MCL) and Distant Early Warning (DEW) Lines 
had been established across our northern borders to guard against intruding aircraft from the USSR. 
If Soviet aircraft were detected approaching the North-East sector of the continent, bases at North 
Bay and Mont Joli would be alerted, causing CF100 and Voodoo fighters to be dispatched to 
investigate and, if necessary, intercept the intruders. 
 
So what was a lumbering transport-type aircraft like ours doing, getting involved with Air Defence 
Command business? 
 
Two C119s (#112 and #113) had been detached from ATC strength and extensively modified - 
equipped with highly sophisticated and at that time 'top-secret' radar-sensing and frequency-jamming 
equipment. 
 
For EW operations, the normal C119 crew of two pilots, an F/E and a Trans-tech (now Loadmaster) 
was expanded to include four ECM operators at their panels in the converted cargo compartment. 
In a typical exercise, our aircraft would simulate an intruder force, playing ñcat-and-mouseò with the 
ground radar stations and/or jamming the airborne weapons-radar of fighters scrambled to intercept 
us, during their mock attack sorties. 
 
When making their 'runs on target' the required drill was for the CF100s to maintain an altitude of 500 
feet above or below and 1000 feet behind us.  However, there were times when the fighter-jockeys 
got a bit over enthusiastic and safety margins were trimmed too close for our peace of mind. For such 
times parachutes were not only carried, but worn. 
 
Today, the exercise part of our mission was over and we were rumbling smoothly along at 10,000 
feet, mid-way between Goose and Sept-Iles, Quebec, with our crew probably thinking of the 
upcoming weekend back at base. 
 
Box-lunches provided by the mess-hall at Goose had been distributed and we were settling down to 
enjoy the usual basic 'goodies' provided ï ham and cheese sandwiches, an apple or a banana, and a 
cookie - all the while following the axiom ñStay alert and watch for other aircraftò. 
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Partway through his second cup of coffee our captain F/L 'Fritz' Chrysler remarked that he had 
recently had to adjust the prop-pitch levers several times to maintain the desired RPM on the port 
engine. 
 
As I also watched, I could see the speed of that engine was increasing at a slow steady rate and that 
neither adjusting the pitch nor changing the power-lever settings were having any effect. There was a 
mismatch between the right and left pitch-levers ï it was clear we had a problem propeller. 
 
As prop-pitch was hydraulically controlled, the increase in RPM suggested a loss of fluid from the 
Integral Oil Control (IOC), possibly from a leaking seal. This condition had been reported before at 
times and could previously have been temporarily remedied by adding engine oil into the IOC through 
a bypass line, making up the fluid loss. 
 
This was no longer an option as, in a recent major change from a Hamilton Standard installation to a 
General Motors system, this bypass function had been eliminated. The engineering ñPowers that Beò 
had decided the feature was no longer necessary, as the new IOCs had been modified to be 'leak-
proof'. 
 
With the port engine power reduced to a minimum and the pitch-lever ineffective, we now had one 
prop unable to be feathered and windmilling out of control. We were in trouble. The USAF had a 
history of uncontrollable props winding up to the point where they sheared the drive shaft and 
separated from the aircraft. 
 
In our case, the 'runaway prop' was a severe aerodynamic drag, as was the frontal area of the (now 
ineffective) massive Wright R3350 engine. Our altitude at this point was 5000 feet, and we were 
losing height at a rate of 500 feet/minute.  Using simple math, at best we had 10 minutes before 
running out of airspace and meeting the ground. 
 
Most of the terrain between Goose and Sept-Iles is rugged, consisting of lakes, hills and forest, with 
ground heights of about 2,000 feet. None of it was level enough to land even a light aircraft, never 
mind an aircraft of our size, and there was no airfield in sight. 
 
Nav-aids were somewhat limited in the '60s ï even the radio-compass was relatively hi-tech then ï so 
navigators were often included in the crew on such trips. After a few anxious minutes our 'nav', who 
had been feverishly searching his charts, discovered a small radio-reporting station with a short 
3,000-foot landing strip on our track. 
 
By now it was getting quite 'iffy' that we could reach it before we ran out of altitude.  Every eye in the 
cockpit was straining to spot what was no more than a cleared patch of bush beside a small lake and 
easily missed if viewed from the wrong angle.  After a tense couple of minutes ï that seemed much 
longer - someone yelled ñthere!ò, and pointed directly ahead. We were lined-up with the Lac Eon strip. 
 
This had to be a 'straight in' approach, with no chance of a circuit first, but 'Fritz'  dropped our bird 
exactly at the end of the runway and pulled back on the power levers - holding his breath, as we had 
no reverse-thrust capability to shorten the landing run. It was lucky it was an unpaved strip, so our 
wheels dug tracks in the surface, slowing us to a stop just short of a large pile of rocks at the end. 
There was a moment of silence - then a wild cheer from the whole crew. 
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So, here we were - safe, but on a band-aid-size sand strip in a remote region of Quebec, with a 
seriously sick bird. As we had radio communication and knew where we were ï  it was now just a 
matter of calling for help. 
 
This arrived next day, when a Curtiss Commando operated by a Quebec air-freight company brought 
in a small crew of techs from St Hubert, together with a new IOC and the tools needed to carry out 
the change. 
 
Although there was no crane available on site we managed  to remove the prop assembly by using a 
chain-hoist and a makeshift tripod of lodge-pole pines. Under normal conditions in a hangar, a similar 
change would have taken about a day, but the working environment here was difficult, made more so 
by the local insect life. Blackfly, no-see-ums and giant-size deerfly were persistent, voracious and 
seemed totally impervious to Deet. The job took well over two uncomfortable days. 
 
The new prop installed, we managed to get the aircraft turned around to face down the strip, with help 
from the airfield radio-operator driving his D8 Cat. 
 
Next came the engine runup and a very thorough function-check on the new prop.  By this time it was 
getting dark. As Lac Eon wasn't equipped for night operations, we were in for another night's stay. 
Next morning, with a minimum crew, and as much non-essential gear as possible removed from the 
aircraft, Fritz eased our lightened bird on to the strip close to the end, making use of every available 
foot of the short runway. 
 
With full power applied, he then released the brakes. We moved forward, slowly at first, gaining 
speed then lifting off, our landing-gear narrowly missing the rock-pile at the end of the strip. Under 
normal conditions an air-test would have been required after a prop-change but conditions were not 
'normal'. To avoid the chance of any further problems enroute Fritz chose to take the return trip in 
three easy stages starting with a short one-hour run, for a stop at Sept Iles to top-up our fuel and to 
find a meal for the crew. 
 
Refueled and refreshed, our next leg was to the RCAF base at Mont Joli, before heading on the final 
two-hour run to St Hubert and home. 
 
In the investigation that followed it was found that the extra ECM hardware we carried put the aircraft 
close to maximum design-weight which, when combined with the aerodynamic drag of external 
equipment housings, made our C119 unsafe for single-engine operation. This incident certainly 
proved that! 
 
As a footnote ï after more research and development, #1 EWU's Boxcars remained on similar 
operations for a further four years but, by the mid-60s, more R&D into ECM equipment had allowed 
for the task to be taken over by specially-equipped CF100s. 
 
Soon after, EWU's C119 FEs, who had been misemployed ñorphansò in Air Defence Command were 
sent on the C130 training course and transferred to Air Transport Command. 
 
As one of the ñorphansò this was a boost to my career and a welcome change to my life-style. The 
world was now my oyster - but, as much as I enjoyed my time and travels with the Hercs, I still have a 
great respect and affection for the blundering old Boxcars. 
 
 


