January 2016

Editor's Desk (Shona LaFortune – editor@nwphoto.org)
Welcome to the second “half” of our program year. We have a great mix of activities coming up, so
savour . . .
I’ve been thinking a lot about technology lately. Being someone whose interests run from things like
spinning yarn from wool off the sheep’s back (well, ok I wash it first) to creating digital art from digital
photographs, I’m not in a position of bias. I must say, there is nothing more amazing than grabbing a
pretty good shot or short video with your phone, or going for a trip (day or weeks), hardly noticing the
weight of a small camera with an incredible zoom range, and creating art with software. On the other
hand, I have a ‘70s era Nikon film camera that can run without batteries. I do not like batteries, and
their chargers, and adaptors, and firmware updates, and digital manuals, and those tiny little memory
cards that go AWOL as you’re packing up, or worse, go swimming when you forget you had them
tucked into a body pouch for safety. I suppose that’s why I balance my life with basics like growing
vegetables and stitching things. Technology is awesome, but it’s not always easy. Every piece of
equipment or software is a whole new learning curve, not like the aforementioned Nikon when you
figured it out and that was it.
On a slightly different subject (aaak! – more software) I’m sure most of you have noticed the trend in
the supposedly calming adult colour books. As photographers, don’t forget you can colour your own
photos. Find some software (like a Photoshop plugin filter) that creates outlines, print and colour with
your medium of choice. On your lap, away from technology, except for the 65” TV screen. . . oh wait . . .
Don’t watch TV . . .

Upcoming Meetings

(program@nwphoto.org)
We are looking forward to January 26, when will welcome Garry Hiebert as our guest. He will speak
on “Photo Impressionism”. Highly recommended, you won’t want to miss this presentation! Check our
website for more information and just be sure to come to the meeting.
On February 2, we’ll view the Top 10 of the recently closed “Stock it to Me” theme. Then have a good
look at our finalists for the North Shore Challenge, including some discussion of the reasons for our
choices. And perhaps a short video on a subject of interest.
Then don’t miss February 23 for “Digital Storytelling – Not your Father’s Slide Show”, where Derek and
Shona will show you what you can create with today’s slide show software.
The most current source of information on the club’s activities is our website: www.nwphoto.org
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Outings (outings@nwphoto.org)
If you like colour and motion, don’t miss “Strictly Ballroom” on January 23, an opportunity to
photograph live dancers at the Vancouver Challenge Cup dance competition. Hellenic Community
Centre, 4500 Arbutus Street, Vancouver. Doors open at 8:00 and competition begins at 9:00. Tickets
are $15 and probably best to order in advance (see our website for details). Seating is general
admission so we recommend getting there early for good vantage points, although that can depend on
your plans (looking down from the balcony? Front row? (Karen will save you a seat if you let her know).
Still making arrangements for February 20. Mark the date and we’ll be update as soon as possible.
Watch the website!

Themes (themes@nwphoto.org)
You have another few days to enter your images for
“Stock it to me (Part 1)”. If you’re stuck for definition,
see the theme description on the website and the
fantastic, detailed article by Nancy in the December
Shutter Release. This one might take some thought
and creativity, but that’s what’s so wonderful about our
monthly themes. Closing January 24.
Our latest theme “Ain’t it foggy outside” closes on
February 21. If you missed taking photos of the last
really foggy period, watch for transitions between rain
and clear weather. Fry’s Corner (junction of 176th and
Fraser Highway in Surrey) and the Abbotsford area are
both well known for collecting fog, as is the river of
course. The best fog shots often have clear foreground
objects for contrast, so compose accordingly.
.

Theme Results
“Birds of a Feather”
Title
Excited Goose
I’ve been framed . . .
Live wood duck
Waiting for Eggs to Hatch
This is my lunch
Mr. Magoo
Noble Bird
Seed snacking
Line Up
Pelican diving for dinner
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Pink Paradise © Brenda Fairfax

Photographer
Tim
Michael
Tim
Nancy
Christina
Brenda
Nancy
Brenda
Glenn
Bruce

Standing
(tie)
9th, 10th (tie)
6th, 7th, 8th (tie)
6th, 7th, 8th (tie)
6th, 7th, 8th (tie)
5th
4th
3rd (26 pts)
2nd (27 pts)
1st (34 pts)
9th,

10th

“Tradition”
Title
Traditional Natives Art
Heritage Pride
Totem pole
Cowgirl
Japanese Wedding
Piñatas
Bhangra
Bard on the Beach
Pink Paradise
Cinco de Mayo
Bagpipers
Nightly gathering to watch
sunset at venice beach

Photographer

Standing
(tie)
8th, 9th, 10th (tie)
8th, 9th, 10th (tie)
8th, 9th, 10th (tie)
8th, 9th, 10th (tie)
7th

Milada
Brenda
Ziggy
Ziggy
Karen
Monica

8th,

9th,

10th

Bruce
David P
Brenda
Karen
Glenn

6th
5th
4th
3rd (21 pts)
2nd (22 pts)

Bruce

1st (28 pts)

News about Midnight
We might cancel that deadline, due to confusion in some minds between the end
of a day and the beginning of a new one. All explained in the last issue, but a little
bird told me that our deadlines might change to 11:00 PM to avoid confusion. No
matter what the due date/time, don’t wait for the last minute. All kinds of things
can go wrong, from server times vs. your computer, to technical glitches like a
server down or a power failure or the way you hold your ears. Put the due dates
on your calendar for the week before. Set your own deadlines. When you enter
early, you can relax on those deadline nights. There, doesn’t that feel better?
Don’t let your coach turn into a pumpkin.

Crescent Beach Invitational

(competitions@nwphoto.org)
Just a reminder that your black and white prints, in full competition size and quality, must be brought
to the March 22 meeting. That may seem a long way away, but in due date terms, as we all know, it
will be tomorrow before you know it. And, since black and white printing can be tricky, you might have
to have your photofinisher do a re-run. All the rules were in the last issue, and will be repeated again,
but to summarize: No printing or toning, open subject but no nudes, minimum 80 square inches and
maximum 16x20” (although a slightly smaller size with a matte looks much better), images may not be
more than 2 years old and must not have won in a previous competition. You may submit 2 prints.
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Brenda does it again
Congratulations to Brenda for having one of her images chosen by New Westminster for their
Christmas cards. Nicely done, Brenda. And, she says, it came with a nice honorarium too. Can’t get
better than that. Here’s the chosen image.

Image © Brenda Fairfax

Facebook
According to our webmaster, who tracks such things, people are going to our site from our Facebook
page. Don’t forget, anyone with a Facebook account can post on our page.
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Did you know?
Have you found these on our website yet? All
about photography. Too much fun. (If not, you
really don’t know our website. Visit soon.)
www.nwphoto.org (pencil not included)

Key

(and not so key)

dates

Just a few dates to help you track our wonderful and varied activities, and a few others:
January 22-24 – Shiny! – The motorcycle show at Tradex. Great bikes, great lighting and you can buy
a well-priced leather jacket whether you ride or not. It costs to get in, but if you like machines and shiny
paint, and people watching, the photo ops are endless.
January 23 – Club outing “Strictly Ballroom” (page 1) – (Got tickets??)
January 24 – Theme “Stock it to me (Part 1) closes for entries
January 26 – Club meeting with guest speaker Gerry Hiebert (nothing due!)
January 29 – Last day to see our great print show “Longevity” at the Anvil Centre. Suggest you go earlier,
though. Dates can change . . . It really is an excellent show. Be sure to see it.
February 2 - Club meeting showing our selected entries for the North Shore Challenge.
February 6. Burnaby Showcase at the James Cowen Theatre, 7 PM. Tickets 604-351-9499 (Chris
Ostenstad) or burnabyshowcase@gmail.com.
February 7 – Deadline for individuals to submit entries for the North Shore Challenge.
February 14 – Chinese New Year parade in Chinatown at 11:00 (arrive early, very
early). It’s the Year of the Monkey.
February 20 – Club outing – information coming.
March 5. The North Shore Challenge judging evening at the Kay Meek Centre for the Performing
Arts, 1700 Mathers Avenue, 7 PM. (Tickets 604-981-6335 or www.kayeekcentre.com)
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March 22 – Club meeting. Bring your prints for the Crescent Beach B&W Challenge
April 16. Crescent Beach Black and White Print Challenge. St. Marks’ Church Hall, 12953 20th
Avenue, in Surrey. 7:00 PM.

Learn and share
We are on social media, and it’s fun to see what pops up. Great reminders too. Please retweet, like,
share, follow . . . and you are more than welcome to post your comments, news, links, etc. Check us
out. Click the icons for direct links:

www.nwphoto.org
Visit us often!
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