November 2016

Editor's Desk (Shona LaFortune – editor@nwphoto.org)
November is not the most brilliant month in the calendar. It’s dark and getting darker, it’s usually wet
and cold, the pretty leaves are almost gone and any Christmas lights out just remind us of how
unprepared we are.
But we’re in a camera club! Lots to look forward to this month, from the Gastown walk outing on the
12th (as well as the Pacific Digital’s Photomotion AV shows
presentation the same day) to the reveal and discussion of the
Editing Challenge on the 22nd. And of course our ongoing online
theme competition (“A Slice of Life” closes on the 20th) for review,
commenting and voting.
As well, almost every community holds a Remembrance Day
ceremony on November 11. These are moving tributes. Please
attend.
With all this, the month will whiz by fast and we’ll be into December, and . . . well, I’ll save that for the
next newsletter.

Upcoming Meetings
On November 22, it’s “The Big Reveal” where we show your interpretations of the images you have
chosen to alter for the 3rd Annual Photo Editing Challenge (remember, anything goes). (The
Dropbox for entries is open now (so don’t wait for the last minute!), and, to be included in the meeting
reveal, explanations and discussions, your entries are due before 11:00 PM on Saturday,
November 19th.) As in past years, I’m sure we will be surprised by the wide variation of techniques
chosen, and remember, everyone who enters must include information on how the changed the
image.
If this one slipped your mind, the guidelines were emailed to all members, and are were also written
in last month’s (October) newsletter. Contact program@nwphoto.org if you have questions.
And on December 6th, our annual Pot Luck Social and Silent Auction. Check the website for
information. It’s a pot luck, so bring some food to share. The Silent Auction helps us keep our dues
lower, and who doesn’t love bringing home a bargain, especially with Christmas looming. Feel free to
bring a spouse, partner or friend(s).
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One of the eight “before” photos you can
choose from for the 3rd Annual Photo
Editing Challenge. From basic edits to
crazy creativity, share your images with us
at the November 22 meeting. Then, after
the meeting, upload your images to the
special gallery that will be set up for the
purpose. Remember, you must tell us all
what you did to change the image! Have
fun.

Upcoming Outings (outings@nwphoto.org)
On November 12, we will meet inside the foyer of Waterfront Station at 10:00 AM for our walking tour
of historic Gastown. (The tour starts at Maple Tree Square). The walk takes approximately two
hours (in “photographer time” perhaps longer?) – so dress for the weather. This area is full of photo
opportunities in any weather, so don’t let the rain put you off. Those streets are stunning when they
are wet and reflective. All you need to know is on the website outing page:
(http://nwphoto.org/outings.php) including a contact phone if you are running late or lost … and be
sure to RSVP (outings@nwphoto.org) if you plan to attend so that we will have enough walking tour
packages available.
On December 4 we will be looking for some amazing Christmas lights at the Enchant--Christmas
Light Maze & Market. With over 55,000 square feet of brilliantly illuminated sculptures, you should
find lots to photograph. Plenty of food there, plus Christmas shopping opportunities. What’s not to
like? (Well, there is an entrance fee of $20 to get in ($15 for seniors), but it looks like good value, and
you can also purchase a multi-use pass)
Thanks, Nathan, for including transit information on the outings page!

Themes (themes@nwphoto.org)
We still have a little time left to enter the theme “A Slice of Life”. The statement (which outlines the
expectations of the theme) describes it as “a representation of an everyday experience, such as a
kids waiting for a bus stop, someone shopping for groceries, or people chatting in a restaurant.”
Whether gritty or glamorous, your entries are due by November 20.
And just opened on November 1 (and closing December 18) is “Vintage”. The theme description
states that it can be a photo of something from the past or a photo treated to make it look like it’s from
the past. Think “Gastown Outing”, or loads of the lovely buildings right in New Westminster . . . and of
course there are a zillion other possibilities.
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Theme results
Here are the top 10 from the recently closed “Out of Place” theme. The images can, of course, be
viewed on the website, along with all the comments.
Title
Artist
Ranking (Scores for top 4)
Umbrella in the Canal
Glenn M.
1st (79 pts)
The Last Supper
David P.
2nd (62 pts)
Waterproof Shoes only, please Bill B.
3rd (34 pts)
Slow Cooking
Warren B.
4th (28 pts)
Garden Piano
Peter Eisenbock
5th
Child Sacrifice
David P.
6th
Showroom
Karen J.
7th
Sharing a space
Milada D.
8th
Out of Place
Susan M.
9th
Use Other Door
Michael D.
10th

Our newer members are making a splash in the theme competitions. On the left, the 5 th place
image © Peter Eisenbock, and on the right, 4th place © Warren Bandzmer. View these and other
creative images in the theme gallery on the website here.

Software Demonstrations – wow!
Many thanks to the presenters at the October 25 meeting, who obviously put a great deal of effort into
their demonstrations. Glenn showed us many useful features of the free Nik Silver Efex Pro 2
software, a versatile plug-in for Lightroom (and others) for doing sophisticated conversions to black
and white. Never use that desaturate slider again! Geoff showed us how the GIMP image editing
program (similar to Photoshop but different, and also free) has powerful tools that can create
impressive images. Nancy demonstrated how quick and easy using the Snapseed app (free for
Android and iOS phones from their respective app stores) can be to edit the images you take with
your cellphone. Since we all do a little of that these days, why not enhance them? Winding up the
evening, Karen’s presentation on the amazing and unique software “DAP” (Dynamic Auto Painter)
which can turn a photo into an original, one-of-a-kind (it won’t even repeat its own results) painting will
have you thinking of new potential of every photograph. With a range of artistic styles you can
choose from, people will be so impressed with your painting ability. Around $99 online but there is a
free (watermarked) trial available. There were detailed handouts too. If you missed the meeting, be
sure to check at the next meeting for any extras, or ask Nancy if she can email a copy.
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R.F.C.

(Request for Comments)
I couldn’t even find a reference to this when I searched back issues, so it must be time to bring it up
again, although it’s a relatively new addition to our website.
What is it? It’s an option you can tick off when you post an image to any gallery, asking your fellow
members for feedback. Look for a little box when you upload an image:

When you are viewing photos, there is a separate category for those images, called (surprise!)
R.F.C. Clicking on that category will bring up those images.

You can also “subscribe” to be advised when someone requests comments on an image. Log in to
your account on the website, go to your profile, and under subscriptions there will be options for
frequency of contact:

Be sure to change the method of contact to “email”, as well as setting your choice of frequency.
That’s it.
For those who are requesting comments, especially if you have flagged quite a number of images at
the same time, remember that many of your fellow members have their plates full, so don’t be
disappointed if you get a wave of comments. It could also be helpful to note in your image comments
anything that you are concerned about so that people can respond to those concerns. On the other
hand, you might wish just an overall reaction, and that’s perfectly valid too.
For members making comments, remember the usual guidelines apply. Keep your personal biases
out of it and make your comments as constructive as possible.
Page 4 of 9

Who are you?

Who, who, who, who?
Aside from planting an ear worm, I’m inviting/reminding you, especially newer members, to tell us a
little bit about yourself in your bio page on our website. Only signed-in members see that part, and it
doesn’t have to be an essay (although you are more than welcome to say as much as you’d like,
within any limits the webmaster may have set on that particular section). Sometimes we don’t all
have a chance to chat with everyone at meetings, but I’ve had the experience of noticing something I
had in common with a newer member, when I was reviewing their bios, and it makes for a great
conversation opening. Or perhaps you will see that someone else has a passion for photographing
something you enjoy as well, and you can send them a note and see if they’d like to go out to do
some shooting. A photo is nice too. – Ed.

Deadlines and Dates of Note
November 8 – OMG it’s the US Presidential election – watch if you dare.
November 11: Remembrance Day. Lest we Forget.
November 12: Club outing to Gastown.
November 12: The Pacific Digital Photography Club presents their annual Photomotion (a juried
selection of slide shows set to music) at the Inlet Theatre, 100 Newport Drive, Port Moody. Matinee
at 2:00 and an evening show at 7:00. Tickets $15 from www.pdpc.ca or Elfi 604-929-7860.
November 19: Last day to upload images for our 3rd Annual Photo Editing Challenge. What will you
create?
November 22: Club meeting – “The Big Reveal”.
November 20: Last day for entries to the “A Slice of Life” online theme.
December 3-4, CAPA (Canadian Association for Photographic Art) is offering their newly extended
two-day judging course. The Richmond Photo Club is hosting this and it will be held at Langara
College. The course is designed for people wishing to become judges and will help you become a
CAPA certified judge. Not a bad opportunity to improve your photography as well. Costs are $185 for
Individual CAPA members, $195 for members of CAPA clubs (like ours). Tax is added to all prices,
and non-club, non-CAPA members pay $225.
Register online: http://www.karelo.com/register.php?BID=292&BT=10&PrivEv=16647
Questions?: education@capacanada.ca.
December 4: Club outing Enchant--Christmas Light Maze & Market.
December 6: Our seasonal pot-luck with silent auction. Bring food and something to donate for the
auction, and a spouse, partner or friend(s).
December 18: Last day for entries to the “Vintage” theme.
December 25: Christmas Day. Like you need to be reminded.
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February 4: Burnaby Photographic Society 21st Annual Showcase of slide shows set to music and a
print exhibition (which runs January 29 to February 4) at James Cowan Theatre in the Shadbolt
Centre for the Arts, 6450 Deer Lake Avenue, Burnaby. For tickets ($18), contact Brian Maskell at
burnabyshowcase@gmail.com, phone 604-318-9369, or visit
http://www.burnabyphotographicsociety.com/.

Thinning the herd

(Shona L.)
“Thinning the herd” is a term my husband likes to use when he thinks I’ve acquired too many
motorcycles, but it recently jumped into my mind when I decided to go through my 1980s forward
slide collection. I cut it at least in half a few months ago, but my ultimate goal is to get that 2,500
down to about 500. So this time I’m being a little fussier. And really, if I applied these same
guidelines to my digital collection, I wouldn’t need so many hard drives . . . Also known as the “keep
or toss” question, this is what I’m thinking when I go through these:
First, if it’s not technically perfect, it has to be “fixable”, otherwise it’s a keeper only if it’s of great
sentimental value and the only one of its kind.
Keep
Does it have such a major “wow” factor that it jumps out from the others on the light table?
Could it be digitally enhanced to make it outstanding (or unique)?
Would you be proud to show it today?
Do you feel really awful throwing it out? (Ignore this one if every photo is one of your precious babies;
you actually might need more help than this article can provide.)
Keep SOME (i.e. a FEW) or pass on to family
Does it have an emotional connection (special trip or event)?
Is it from your “Blue” period?
Was it a special event that future generations might want to look at (e.g. wedding)?
Does it bring back a wave of good memories?
Is it from a place you visited every year for 20+ years?
Is the subject gone (old bridge, building, cannery, house, grain elevator, uncle)? (keep SOME, donate
to city archives or family members)
The “Toss” category
Does it bring back unpleasant memories?
Could I easily duplicate it?
Be honest – is it pretty ordinary?
Do you have a better one?
Is it from something you are no longer interested in (model trains, old relationship)?
Was it for practice (e.g. slow shutter waterfalls)
Why did I take 80 shots of this sunset?
Would it be part of a good slide show story? (keep) – will you create that story (yes – keep; no – toss)
If in doubt, hang onto it. In a few months, revisit.
How do you “thin the herd?” (or do you?) Comments welcome. editor@nwphoto.org
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Rants and Soapboxes

(Shona L.)
My theme for this edition of “Rants and Soapboxes” (and no, you haven’t missed anything – this is the
first one) is “The Vignette”. What is a vignette (pronounced roughly “vin-yet” with the emphasis on
the last syllable) you ask? Well, it has several meanings, but in photography, we know it as shading
(dark or light) that fades off gradually towards the edges.
Why am I on a soapbox about it? I recently judged images for a local camera club, and there were a
few people who applied an oval vignette to every photograph they entered . . .
If you search for information on photographic vignettes, you will find articles on how to avoid them.
This was paramount back in the 80s, when I first got into a camera club. Any time the corners were
dark, we were criticized by the experienced members for stacking our filters, not rotating or removing
our lens hoods and generally not paying attention. This effect was considered quite undesirable, and
in fact lens manufacturers really struggled with removing the tendency of some lenses to darken
around the edges. Fast forward to today, and although I still see comments on undesirable vignetting
as noted above, there are plenty of websites to show you how to create vignettes, and I even found
one for fans of the technique. “Show off your vignettes here”. (And you have no idea how much I’m
struggling to avoid inserting barfing emoticons here).
I firmly believe in individuality in art. That means not following fads. Fads are not about your creative
expression. (And that includes “that” Snapseed filter and a whole lot of other stuff – for heaven’s
sake, people, don’t let Facebook tell you what to do).
I read lots of online articles with arguments about why they use a vignette and why “you should too”.
But aside from the principle of making your art individual, which I think is the most important reason,
let’s look at some of the other arguments (all from people I know or online articles):
“It helps draw attention to your subject”. Are you saying your “subject” is so “weak” that people
won’t find it unless you darken the corners so they won’t accidentally, you know, miss it while looking
for it in the corner? How about an interesting subject that just grabs attention? Move in? Separate
your subject from its background with colour or focus? Use leading lines? What I’m saying is your
composition should be what draws attention to your subject. For that matter, your subject itself …
“It eliminates distractions”. Try eliminating the distractions in-camera or by cropping later. Why
are those distractions in there? That’s like saying “I took a lousy photo and now I have to darken the
corners to hide some of it”. In other words, if you have something to cover up, why is it there in the
first place?
“It’s my individual style” Not so individual from the thousands I’ve seen, but ok, keep telling
yourself that. Or maybe develop your own unique style so you actually stand out from the latest fad?
“I want my pictures to stand out from all the cellphone snapshots out there”. I’m not making
this up; I really found this quote. How about TAKE BETTER PICTURES? I doubt that anyone in our
club would say this, but really, I had to include this. If you think that putting an oval around every
photograph is going to separate your snapshot from the other snapshots …
“I think it looks cool”. It’s your “art”.
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“People prefer it” One wedding/portrait photographer swore that his customers would select the
vignette images over the plain ones. That is possible. No one ever went broke underestimating …
and all that. Vignettes on portraits are sort of a classic, albeit cheesy, effect that people might have
associations with. And done with some subtlety, maybe. If it sells . . .
Having said all that, there are definitely times when, even if your subject is strong, you have some
unavoidable distracting highlights, for example, and you just can’t crop any tighter. By all means get
in there and burn some of those in. But you can do it with subtlety so it doesn’t shout “another
vignette”.
I’m just saying that before you slap an oval vignette on every image you process, ask yourself WHY?
I’ve seen some gorgeous images where those dark corners, instead of helping your eye move in, are
actually the only thing in an ethereal, delicate image that’s not ethereal and delicate, and therefore
draws your eye away from the image. And how about those skyline shots where everything is the
same in the image – no real centre of interest – just a pleasing shot. So why is part of it more
important than the rest --- especially if you have an interesting sky? Why cut off part of it?
Every time (she says, shouting from the soapbox) you use any technique, it should be for a reason.
Try to make it a good reason, not just some hackneyed thing that you read on the Internet or in some
30 year-old photo book, or saw on Instagram and thought looked cool . . .
Come on, you vignette fans . . . you know who you are. Email editor@nwphoto.org with your before
and after examples.
End Rant.

We see this all the time. The dark corners.
Because?

Page 8 of 9

What is your main subject? If it’s the marine
traffic, move in. Every image is unique. Work on
that.

The vignette – a little overdone but
not uncommon.

The original. Subject is strong
enough to draw attention to itself.

Some gentle burning in of some of the
background.

Social Media Links

And of course:

www.nwphoto.org

should need no explanation. The source for all our upcoming
(and past) activities, newsletters, galleries and much more.

Next issue . . .
Resizing images
2017 Program start with . . .
All the outing reports you are going to send me! – right?
Christmas decorations . . .
Why cats are better than dogs (OK, I’m being silly here. Help me out, people!)
editor@nwphoto.org
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