The Village Sleeps © Harry T., 2nd place in the “Night
Moves” theme for May.

From my desk

(editor@nwphoto.org) (Shona)
Our “year” has almost come to a close – hard to believe. Do I say this every year? Time does seem
to race by. Just think – in a few weeks the days will start getting shorter … (yeah, bummer) so make
the most of every day; ignore the petty crap and capture images! OK, back on topic … we do
continue outings and online competitions through the summer, so you can get your photo fix and
some socialization with other members.
Our club year roughly follows the school year – so here comes the summer break!
Summer is not known for its moody lighting, or even good lighting for that matter. It can
be harsh, with distracting bright areas. Use that to advantage in urban situations and look
for interesting shadows and shapes. In nature, try backlight for drama, watch your
backgrounds, and do try to be creative (you know, stay off that Kodak X in popular
locations). There are always plenty of summer events (festivals, car shows, etc.) large and
small, that can supply plenty of colourful material that works with sunlight.
Have a wonderful summer, everyone.
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Low light and backlight create
drama. Photo © Nancy M.

Program

(program@nwphoto.org)
Well actually, there’s not really much program left as far as meetings go. But there is one superfantastic one left and that’s our Year-end Pot Luck Dinner!! June 4 – just a few days away, so think
about what food you would like to bring to share … Some of our members do have dietary restrictions
so it is super-helpful, if you bring a mixed dish you make (not necessary if you pick up deli chicken,
you know what I mean?), if you list the prime ingredients (quinoa, corn, bacon, vinegar … like that), or
“gluten free” or “vegetarian” or “vegan” or “contains peanuts”… Yes, complicated times but your
fellow members will thank you.
And, of course, there will be Entertainment. Always a surprise and always really good.
If you can come early to help set up (usually around 5:30 but I expect an email will be flying out any
time) that’s great. Usually we suggest arriving at 6:00 to eat around 6:30. (Please stay to help with
cleanup if you can.)

The new exeC!
Before we move along with other news, let’s talk about our recent annual general meeting and
changes in our volunteer executive.
We can’t thank Karen Justice enough for her SEVEN (yes, 7) years at the helm. Karen has brought
the club to a new level of membership, enthusiasm and participation. Thank you! Big shoes to fill?
Nah, it’s all smooth sailing now for our new President, Bill Bentley Thanks for stepping up, Bill! We
know you will do a great job!
Mike Zizek will continue as Treasurer. This is one of those oh-so-important jobs that just quietly
happens in the background. Thanks, Mike. And everyone, if you will be away for the first September
meeting, you can arrange e-transfer for payment of dues (amount TBA after the Executive has its first
meeting) – just ask Mike at treasurer@nwphoto.org.
Also staying in their current positions are Glenn Marcus, managing competitions, Nancy Matheson
taking care of Social Media, Nathan Emmerson as Projectionist, and Derek Carlin continuing as our
super-talented Webmaster (and are we ever lucky to have him!)
New in the Programs position is Garfield James, who will be assisted by Kathy Harms. Taking over
themes is Rick Lewis. And assisting Nathan with Outings is Gary McKenzie.
Last but not least, the Newsletter Editor position is vacant. More about that later.
Thanks to everyone for your past and/or current time commitments to the club. Without you, we
would have a very unstructured, messy … well, let’s not think about that.
Continuing now with our regular programming:

Outings

(outings@nwphoto.org)
The photos on the website of the last two outings are impressive … some fantastic work there,
people. Wow. (Check them out, if you haven’t, at the website: Photos/Outings).
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Photographer in the Flowers © Ben W.

Sunrise Model © Derek C.

Coming up (as in “mark those calendars now!”) we have:
June 23 – a day trip to our provincial capital of Victoria for a tour of the BC Legislature and the Fort
Rodd National Historic Site (from the website: “a coast artillery fort built in the late 1890s to defend
Victoria and the Esquimalt Naval Base.”). Looks like a busy day. The fort is on the coast so there are
lots of photo ops in the area too.
July 14 has been set for a tour of the Coquitlam Watershed.
Be sure to check the website, closer to the dates, for info on the logistics (meeting times,
transportation, how much lunch money to bring, etc.)

Themes

(themes@nwphoto.org)
Did anyone catch the boo-boo on the theme deadline in the April newsletter? Yes,
it showed “Night Moves” as being due at the end of May. Oops. Of course that
should have said “April”, and “You’re my Best Friend” is the theme due at the
end of May. If I get this out soon enough, you may have a few days or hours left to
enter photos of your pet, or your neighbour’s or friend’s pet or some stranger’s dog
on the beach or a stray cat digging in your garden . . . Hey, just throwing things out
there…. You have the first week of June to comment, vote and score!
We won’t know June’s theme until June 1. Check the website!
Let’s move along to Theme

Results

with the top 10 of April’s theme “Night Moves”:

40 images entered
11 votes (yes, 11 people chose the top 10)
63 comments; Top commenter: Nancy M.
Thank you for your comments:
Barb T., Nancy M., Tim S., Karen J., Bill B., Gary M.
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High Roller © Bill B.

Title
Stargazing
The Village Sleeps
Waiting by a Dark Alley
A Night at the Beach
Midnight in Avignon
Full Moon at Dusk
Ponte Vecchio
Midnight in Venice
On the Move
Two Jack Lake

Photographer
Robert M.
Harry T.
Tim S.
Rick L.
Nancy M.
Ben W.
Kate L.
Nancy M.
Barb T.
Harry T.

Placing (points)*
1st (33)
2nd (32)
3rd (22)
4th (21)
5th
6th, 7th (tie)
6th, 7th (tie)
8th
9th, 10th (tie)
9th, 10th (tie)

Average
Score**
7.9
8.4
6.7
8.0
7.6
5.3
7.6
6.7
7.3
7.1

Gee, Nancy – you’re out at midnight a lot! (“Midnight in Durango” didn’t make the top 10).
* Points are the 1st, 2nd and 3rd choices you make, which are weighted to decrease ties. A first is
“worth” more than a 3rd. We have been using this system all along.
**The average score is the number of points out of 10 divided by the number of voters. If there were
only two voters, one score of 9 and one of 5 would average to 7. Because more people are now
voting, I am providing this information. As you see, scores doesn’t always match what people select
as their 1st to 3rd choices.
Thank you to Derek, our web wizard, for working out systems to compile these numbers for us.

Competitions
Our after Christmas period is just loaded with outside competitions. Without further ado, here’s how
we did:
Crescent Beach Black and White Print Invitational
We came in 4th out of 10 clubs. Individual scores:
Title
Photographer
Scores
Total
A Boy’s Day
Glenn M.
8.5, 7, 6.5
22
A Rainy London Morning Commute Bruce F.
7.5, 8, 7
22.5
A Roadside Café
Deanna T.
6.5, 8, 9**
23.5
Biding Time
Kate L.
8.5, 7, 7
22.5
Resistance is Futile
Bill B.
8.5, 8.5, 9*
25.5
Serenity in the Harbour
Kathy H.
6, 6.5, 7
19.5
* Adds up to 26 but official score was 25.5 – Ed. ALSO – this image came in 3rd in the competition!
Congratulations Bill! The judges had lots of good things to say about the image.
** One judge at 6.5 and one at 9??? A spread like that should be re-judged? – Ed.
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Resistance is Futile © Bill B., 3rd place at the Crescent Beach Invitational Black and White Competition (no
problem seeing why!)

Moving on to the Fraser Valley Invitational … This is a themed, digital competition with the theme
“Circles”. We could enter up to ten images. Our club came in 11th out of 12 …
Here are the scores that were given by the judges (in no particular order):
Title
Descent
Choura Tannery
We Have Lift-off
Spinning Light Spirals
Long Time Companion
Light Effect 1
Got my Eye on You
Circles of Light
Weir Pond Culvert
Toxic

Photographer
Bruce F.
Glenn M.
Michael D.
Tim S.
Bill B.
Lada D.
Kathy H.
Barb T.
Geoff G.
Shona L.

Score
22.5
23
22
23
22.5
21.5
22.5
19
18.5
22.5
We have Lift-off © Michael D.

To compare, the three winning images in the competition scored 26.5, 26 and 26.
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We need an Editor!!!
There have been no takers for this fun job.
We do like to publish a regular newsletter to give us an archive of results and events that aren’t
maintained on the website, and to distribute a schedule, share accomplishments and so on. And, last
year’s survey did indicate that our members really do enjoy reading the newsletter.
What does the job entail? You should be able to gather information (mostly off the club website and
from the competitions chair and general members), write (as in put sentences together, spell, not be
frequently judged by the grammar police …) and use some sort of software that can accommodate
text and photos, and produce a pdf for publication to the website. Publication frequency is up to the
editor.
The current editor has another big newsletter commitment every month, and is getting burnt out. This
position could be fine for two people as well, if one wants to put the material together and the other do
the layout???
We know that within our numbers, there must be someone who wouldn’t mind taking on this
challenge. Please apply to president@nwphoto.org.

CONGRATS!
First, to our outgoing Pres., Karen J. for her awesome new position as Gallery Coordinator for our
Arts Council (that’s the last rumour I heard anyway) . . . and . . .
Ben W. has done it again winning “Photo of the week” by Shipspotting Canada – West on Sunday
May 26 to June 2, 2019. (hey people – it’s not rocks and minerals …)

"The MG MERCURY (IMO: (9774290) is a Bulk Carrier of gross tonnage 45,252, length 229 metres, beam 35 metres, built in 2016 and
currently sailing under the flag of Panama. She is being guided past the anchored MAHA ANOSHA (IMO: 9425473), a Cargo Carrier,
gross tonnage 88,397, length 287.5 metres, beam 45 metres, built in 2009 and currently sailing under the flag of India. Seaspan tugs
have been very busy in Burrard Inlet, Port of Vancouver."
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Summer dates & deadlines
June 1
June 4
June 7
June 23
July 1
July 14
July 31
August 1
August 7
August ?
August 31
September 2
September 3

New theme opens
Wind-up pot-luck and entertainment
Voting closes for the May theme “You’re My Best Friend”
Club outing to Victoria
Canada Day. And a new theme opens
Club Outing – Coquitlam Watershed
Entries close for July theme
A new theme opens
Voting closes for the July theme
Club outing? – check the website
August theme closes
Labour Day
First meeting of the 2019-2020 season
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