March 2017

Editor's Desk (Shona LaFortune – editor@nwphoto.org)
My mom used to quote the “March comes in like a lion” thing, but
really, we lived in Winnipeg at the time, so forget “out like a lamb”.
Seriously, you could wait until early May for breakup. For the lower
mainland, all I can say is that I have been finding the snow-covered
spring flower photographs quite engaging.
The club has been definitely roaring like a lion this season! Good to
see so much participation and great photography. Lots still to come,
so review this full issue for upcoming activities and inspiration.

Upcoming Meetings (program@nwphoto.org)
March 28: “How I Taught Myself to be a Better Photographer” by member Bruce Fairman. Bruce
is a very creative photographer, so be sure to join us in learning about his journey of photography
self-improvement.
Also, we will show our entry for the upcoming Crescent Beach Black and White Invitational Print
Challenge and the top 10 winners of the “Architectural Photography” theme (which closes for entries
on March 19, before going into the voting week).
April 4: We saw Ian MacDonald last year, speaking on travel photography. He’s back for us to talk
about street photography, a topic he also offers as extensive workshops, so expect great stuff.

Upcoming Outings (outings@nwphoto.org)
Please email (above) to confirm attendance at all outings, as we often reserve our spaces, and also
like to know who is showing up. Thank you!
March 19
Powerhouse at Stave Falls: We are going for the guided tour at the Powerhouse. We haven’t
toured this one for ages, and the photo possibilities are endless, from the architecture to the
equipment and even the beautiful area around it. An absolutely fascinating place. Note there is no
transit so please arrange to carpool if you need a ride. 31338 Dewdney Trunk Road in Mission –
meet for the first tour at 10 AM and please be on time! Admission fee of $5 (seniors) or $6 (everyone
else). Please check the website information for tripod and permission guidelines, directions, etc.
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April 9 (or 8th) – Sakura Days Japan Fair – a Japanese spring-themed
festival at Vandusen Gardens. Expect lots of colour and activity from
performances to arts and crafts (and don’t forget the food!). Transit
highly recommended as parking in the area is very limited.
At press time, we were still waiting on official schedule information, so
please check our website for date confirmation, and all the
information.
Many more details for all outings can be found on the website:
http://nwphoto.org/outings.php
Visitors are welcome to attend any outing; you do not need to be a member.

Themes (themes@nwphoto.org)
Closing on March 19: Architectural Photography. Have you entered yet?
And just open on March 1, Arts and Crafts, looking for photos of people making art and/or doing
crafts, or photos that have some sort of intriguing composition involving arts and crafts. This won’t
be one you can necessarily dig from your archives at the last minute, people, so keep your eyes
open! This one closes April 16.

Trees, © Ziggy J., was one of the many
beautiful entries for the theme
“Everything’s All White. Top 10 scores
below.

Theme Results
The top ten for two themes were shown at our February 28 meeting. Here are the winners:
Everything’s All White
Title
Magic of Medicine
Snow Geese
Cold trees stand tall
Stamen Power
All the King’s Men
Black and White Bench
The Studio
Egg came First
Frost and Fog
Catching Snowflakes
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Photographer
Nancy M.
Bruce F.
Michael D.
Karen J.
Michael D.
Peter Eisenbock
Karen J.
Shona L.
Shona L.
Brenda F.

Ranking (score)
1st (56 pts)
2nd (34 pts)
3rd (33 pts)
4th
5th
6th
7th, 8th (tie)
7th, 8th (tie)
9th, 10th (tie)
9th, 10th (tie)

Wild Colours
Title
You Have Mail
Lake Edge
Wild Secrets
Lantern Passage
Downtown Toronto
Eensy Weensy in a Big Colourful World
Abstract Reflections in Glass
Following the Stars of Wonder
Vivid Venetian Rain
Sign Anywhere
Contained

Photographer
Harry T.
Shona L.
Kathy H.
Nancy M.
Shona L.
Susan M.
Tim S.
Michael D.
Nancy M.
Michael D.
Debi Nelson

Ranking (score)
(57 pts)
2nd (51 pts)
3rd (33 pts)
4th
5th
6th
7th
8th, 9th (tie)
8th, 9th (tie)
10th (tie)
10th (tie)
1st

All images may be viewed in the Themes section of the club website.

Third place winners for the themes are quite a contrast. Left is Kathy H.’s “Wild Secrets” and on
the right, Michael D.’s “Cold Trees Stand Tall”. (all images subject to copyright of course).
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Thinking About Themes as Photographic Assignments
(Nancy Matheson)
On March 1, Barb, our begetter of new themes, announced our most recent theme: Arts and Crafts.
I confess my heart fell. This was not a theme that was going to allow me to dig through my
photographic archive and come up with three satisfactory entries. Beyond photography, I’m not part
of an arts and crafts community. I felt blocked.
“Oh well”, a little voice said in my head, “maybe you won’t participate in this theme.” But, then I heard
another voice, perhaps a wiser, more creative voice, that said, “Use this theme as an assignment”.
And that got me thinking about the purpose of themes, and how we might use them to improve our art
as photographers.
It isn’t about having your camera with you just
in case something catches your attention.

There have always been themes since I’ve been
a member of the Club, so I’m not privy to the
reasoning for creating this particular Club activity.
But, I’ll bet, at least in part, it had to do with
improving our photographic skills and art. There are a number of ways participating in themes could
help each of us improve as photographers; getting and giving feedback is surely one important way.
But, what if each of us treated a new theme as more than a chance to get feedback, but also treated
it as a self-assignment?
If you read even a little about learning photography you will have
encountered recommendations to undertake “self-assignments”.
So, what is a self-assignment, and why bother?
A photographic assignment is a self-driven project that can require
one hour or several months. As it is your assignment, it is up to
you. Why do it?





It is a way to improve your skills by challenging yourself to tackle something new. That something new
might be a technique, a subject, a place, or anything
you can imagine that you haven’t already mastered.
It can be a way to get out of your photographic rut and
to keep your passion for photography fresh.
It can help you learn to see through fresh eyes. An assignment might help you change the way you see
your familiar surroundings.

© Nancy M., taken during an 8hour assignment to shoot “texture”
(where texture is the subject) at a
3-day Miksang course on
Contemplative Photography.

The key is to commit to an assignment, and to set aside time to
practice that technique or search out that subject. It isn’t about
having your camera with you just in case something catches your
attention. An assignment is more intentional. You choose what you
will do and commit. Maybe do some research and preparation on the technique or subject you have
assigned yourself. And, then you go out and shoot. When you are done, you can spend some time
analysing your results and seeing what you have learned.
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I’ve undertaken a few “self-assignments” in the context of workshops or courses. And I definitely
found that focusing my attention and intention on a very specific technique or subject improved my
photography. Memo to self: more self-assignments.
There are no shortages of inspiration for photographic assignments out there. The Web is replete
with them and lots of excellent photography books are built around them. But, I propose that we can
also use our own Club themes as assignment. Instead of just digging through our archives for our
entries, maybe we could spend those six weeks of the theme to challenge ourselves to tackle the
theme in a fresh way. Think of what we could learn.
If you want to read more, these few articles address self-assignments.
Resources:
https://digital-photography-school.com/give-yourself-assignments-and-get-out-there/
https://www.lightstalking.com/jumpstart-your-photography-with-self-assignments/
http://www.learnphoto.ca/apps/
https://digital-photography-school.com/set-yourself-a-photographic-assignment/
https://digital-photography-school.com/10-photographic-assignments-to-hone-your-skills/
https://digital-photography-school.com/five-self-assignments-that-teach-you-to-see/

North Shore Challenge!
We rocked! We placed 7th out of 30 clubs, just a point below the 4 clubs that tied for 6th. If you go by
points:
121 points:
119 points:
118 points:
117 points:
116 points:

3 clubs (allocated 1st, 2nd and 3rd) – Langley, Lions Gate, Vancouver Art Photo
1 club - Whitehorse
1 club – West Vancouver Seniors
4 clubs – Abbotsford, Harbour City (Nanaimo), Richmond, Clear Focus (Pitt Meadows)
3 clubs – New Westminster, Delta, Crescent Beach

The lowest club score was 103.
But wait, there’s more!
We also grabbed two awards for individual club members:
2nd place (silver medal) for club entries overall to Kathy Harms for “Six Million” and an HM to Shona
LaFortune for “The Moon and the Mist”.
In my opinion, we had a stunning set of images for our entry. Thank you and congratulations to
everyone who entered to represent our club.
Here is our entry, with our scores. Note that the highest score given to any image in the competition
was 22 points.
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Six Million © Kathy Harms – 22 points – 2nd place for
club entries and a silver medal

Looking Back Through Time © Michael Davis – 19
pts

Old Comfortable Shoes © Peter Esienbock -18 pts

Shipwreck © Erick Massarelli – 18 pts

A Day on the Dunes © Warren Bandzmer – 18 pts

The Moon and the Mist © Shona LaFortune – 21 pts
and an HM
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Coquitlam Opus!
At our February 28 meeting, Kirstie Loudon, from the New Opus Art Supplies store in Maillardville,
Coquitlam (953 Brunette – look for the brightly painted building) talked about some of the services the
store offers to photographers.
Many of us did not know about the digital printing services that Opus offers. The selections of papers
was impressive, from rag papers that showed off classic black and white prints beautifully, to metallic
backings that conveyed a very modern feel. Although requiring a longer lead time than your basic
Costco or even London Drugs print, this should be a good place to consider if you want to really show
off your work, and all Opus stores have helpful customer service. You can also find a good selection
of high quality papers if you’d like to print your own images, and of course lots of frames, and training
if you’d like to learn to frame your own images.
Kirstie also reminded us that the “Opus PLUS” Program is free, provides newsletters, member only
sale prices, invitations to demonstrations and more.
Sign up at the website: http://www.opusartsupplies.com/help/subscribe

Fraser Valley Invitational

(questions: competitions@nwphoto.org)
Suspended for a couple of years, this themed digital competition, hosted by the Langley Camera
Club, is back, and we’re going to enter. The theme is “music”. The challenge is to create
an image that represents the musical connection between man and his world.
You may incorporate any musical instrument, sheet music, musical objects,
dancing, playing, singing or performing . . . Composites, post-processing and
enhancements are encouraged as long as the integrity of the photograph(s) is
present and has originated with the photographer.
Our club can submit up to 10 entries (if you belong to another club, you may only enter in one club).
Submit your entry via the club’s Dropbox link on our website (be sure to sign in first). You may
submit up to two images for consideration by our committee.
Hand-outs of the rules have been available at club meetings, and are linked at the club’s Dropbox
area, but here is a brief summary:
Title as follows: Photographer Name - Maximum 5 Word Title.jpg (use spaces between
words and hyphen).
Jpeg only with a maximum of 1400 pixels in width and 1080 pixels in height
sRGB format (probably your default)
Adhere to theme, of course.
Images must be uploaded to the club Dropbox by Saturday, April 1 for consideration as part of our
club entry.
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This City, Our Way: New West through the Lens
July 2017

8” x 10”

Our Photos
Here!

Gallery at
Queens Park

Members recently received an email outlining the guidelines of our summer exhibit. We are
submitting up to four (4) relatively low resolution digital images to our Dropbox (set up now) for
consideration. Because we have to allow time for selection, printing and framing, the deadline for
submissions is April 16 (which happens also to be Easter). You can start submitting any time.
Search your archives and your city (well, club members who reside in other cities are eligible too of
course) for unusual viewpoints, obscure locales, the good, the bad and the gritty. Of course we have
the stuff tourists take photos of, but what about the rest? Who knows better than photographers who
know the area. So get clickin’ – the deadline is only a month away.
Guidelines are also linked at the Dropbox. Any questions to president@nwphoto.org.

Some sad news
If you haven’t heard, Ursula Easterbrook, who edited the Pacific Zone News longer than anyone, and
contributed so much to photography and environmental issues in the lower mainland, passed away
on February 25. Pacific Zone Director, Dennis Ducklow, has compiled a tribute to Ursula, which was
sent to individual members, and is also posted on the Pacific Zone website home page:
http://capapac.org/

Notices and Reminders
March 19: Club outing to the Powerhouse at Stave Falls. 10 AM exactly.
March 19: Also the closing date for submissions for the theme “Architectural Photography”
March 20: Vernal equinox. First day of spring. Is the snow gone?
March 23: West Coast Animatographers’ meeting, 6:45 at the New Westminster downtown library
auditorium. Slide/video presentations by members. http://animatography.net/meetings.php. No
charge. Monthly theme challenge is “Ides of March” but there are always other topics as well. Feel
free to enjoy the shows, learn a little and contribute your feedback.
March 25: The Richmond Photo Club is hosting the CAPA Judging Course. If you are interested in
learning more about photo evaluation, the cost is $135 (+tax) for CAPA individual members and $150
(+tax) for CAPA club members (that’s us). Register here.
April 1: Last day to upload your images for the Fraser Valley Invitational.
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April 1 – 28: Capture Photography Festival. You can sign up for updates at the website:
http://capturephotofest.com/. You will definitely want to take in some of these fantastic exhibits.
April 9 (or 8): Check the website for all the details on the club outing to the Sakura Days Festival.
April 15: Crescent Beach Photography Club 2017 Invitational Black and White Print Challenge
judging at St. Mark’s Church Hall, 12953 20th Avenue, Surrey. Doors open at 6:30 PM; judging at
7:00 PM. Admission $10. Door prizes and refreshments.
April 16: Entries close for our online theme “Arts and Crafts”.
April 16: ALSO, last day for entries for consideration for our Queens Park Gallery exhibit. Theme is
“This City, Our Way: New West through the lens”.
May 13: Fraser Valley Invitational, Clayton Heights Secondary School, 7003-188 Street, Surrey.
Tickets from the club in advance ($18) or at the door ($20). Doors open at 6:30.
June 28 – 30: Camera Canada Conference 2017 in our nation’s capital. Ottawa will be putting on a
show for our 150th anniversary, so if you’re interested, don’t wait to register, especially for
accommodation. www.ccc2017.ca.
July 1: Canada Day. . . and our exhibit opens at The Gallery at Queen’s Park.
July 5: Official opening reception for our gallery exhibit. 6:00 – 8:00 PM

No More Popular Photography
Popular Photography Magazine, which launched in 1937, has ceased production. Its generalist
nature and competition from numerous digital media sources, meant it was no longer viable to
produce. Or so the reports go.

www.nwphoto.org or find us on Facebook or Twitter!
CGI lion and lamb graphics © Shona L.
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