September 2017

Autumn

(editor@nwphoto.org)
This season (which technically doesn’t start until the equinox on
the 22nd) is loved by photographers for its colour and light, in urban
or country settings. For the next couple of months, keep an eye on
the light and foliage (backlighting can be very effective) to see
what you can find that really says “autumn”. And yes, there might
be a quiz, er, competition coming . . .
Orange and blue are complements on the colour wheel, which is
why they really pop when shown together. On overcast days,
keep that white sky out of the picture (unless there are fascinating
cloud patterns, etc.) We all know it’s up there.

LAC Preservation Centre Vault
© Debi Nelson. See her article in
this issue reporting on Canada
Camera Conference held in Ottawa
over the July long weekend.

Thanks to contributions from our members, this issue is absolutely stuffed with interesting reading, so
enjoy!

Program (program@nwphoto.org)
Please refer to our web page (nwphoto.org) for more in-depth information about each upcoming
meeting, or possible last-minute changes to the program.
Our September 26 meeting features a guest speaker Brent Hayden: World Champion –
Entrepreneur – Photographer. Brent Hayden, renowned for his international swimming success, will
be speaking to us about his photography and hopefully share some insights into his love of making
images and his road to becoming an exhibited fine art photographer.
On October 3, don’t miss our
own Eric Massarelli, who will
offer some insights into how to
make lens choice part of your
creative process. Not just for
DSLR owners – your choices of
focal length on any camera influence the
message you wish to convey.
What to choose . . . what to choose . . . ?
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Outings (outings@nwphoto.org)
You should be all signed up for the Burns Bog outing on September 16 (if not, be sure to email the
Outings Coordinator ASAP if you are interested in attending).
Looking forward to October, the
outing on October 22 to the
National Historic Site Gulf of
Georgia Cannery in Steveston
includes plenty of shooting time
and a fascinating tour. Cost is just
under $4 for the tour. Meet at the
cannery at 9:00 AM for shooting
before the tour starts at 10:00.
After the tour, lunch is an option
(great fish and chips in Steveston),
and waterfront photography.
Please check the website for
detailed information about dress
(the cannery is cold!), tripod
etiquette etc.

Image: Richmond Tourism

As always, an email to Nathan (outings@nwphoto.org) to indicate your attendance is appreciated, so
he knows how many will attend.

Themes

(themes@nwphoto.org)

Changes
There are changes afoot for themes!
As noted in the last newsletter, all themes will open on the 1st of the month and close on the last
day of the month!
As well, we now have the option of scoring each image. Please see “Theme Scoring” in this issue
for more information regarding the logistics and uses of this new feature.
Open Themes
Closing on September 17, The Long and Winding Road. You can comment and score this theme at
any time (as long as you are signed in), but selection of your top 3 choices can only be made after the
theme closes.
Closing on September 30, Back to School, Fool. This can be anything that says it’s back to school
time. Again, scoring and comments are welcome any time, and voting starts after submissions close.
Results
At the first meeting, we were shown the results of the three themes that closed since our last season
ended, but for the written record (or those who missed the meeting), here are the top 10 for each
(next page):
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Places of Worship
Title
Red Chimney
Framed
Little Red Church
Church of Spirits
Chapel in the Woods
Sanctuary one the comfort
Finding Light
Painted Church on the Big Island
Faith Hope and Charity
Stopping by Woods on a Snowy Evening

Church of Spirits © Tim S.

Be Your Self(ie): Creative Self-Portraits
Title
City State of Mind
Tri Selfie or Selfie Parody
Me Myself and I
A Sideways Glance
Spring Bubbles
Relics
Me and Mini Me
The Eye on the Wall
Fade to Black
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Photographer
Harry T.
Harry T.
Harry T.
Tim S.
Debi N.
Deanna T.
Monica R.
Nancy M.
Deanna T.
Karen J.

Selfie © Takako R.

Photographer
Peter Ei.
Peter Ei.
Garfield J.
Garfield J.
Takako R.
Michael D.
Milada D.
Harry T.
Brenda F.
Kathy H.
Peter Ei.

Place (score)
1st (48 pts)
2nd (34 pts)
3rd (28 pts)
4th (24 pts)
5th
6th, 7th (tie)
6th, 7th (tie)
8th
9th
10th

Morning in Atrani © Glenn M.

Place (score)
(46 pts)
2nd (44 pts)
3rd (31 pts)
4th (29 pts)
5th
6th
7th, 8th (tie)
7th, 8th, (tie)
9th
10th (tie)
10th (tie)
1st

Numbers
Title
Prague Clock
Green Shutter
I count only the sunny hours
Does 25 always come after GORD or
just before it?
Make that call
Hey – down in front!
The Elegant Door
Celebrate
Musee d’Orsay, Paris
Waiting

Photographer
Glenn M.
Harry T.
Michael D.

Place (score)
1st (60 pts)
2nd (51 pts)
3rd (32 pts)

Michael D.
Edgar L.
Brenda F.
Glenn M.
Debi N.
Terrilyne S.
Debi N.

4th (21 pts)
5th, 6th, 7th, 8th (tie)
5th, 6th, 7th, 8th (tie)
5th, 6th, 7th, 8th (tie)
5th, 6th, 7th, 8th (tie)
9th
10th

Theme Scoring!

– A totally awesome new website feature
The last season end survey results indicated interest in scoring images, competition style. In order to
try this out, we are implementing a scoring system for themes which will run along with our top 3
selection “voting” system. Here’s how it works:
Any time after a theme opens, you may record your score for any image. There are two ways to do
this. One is to break your score down by categories (“composite scoring”) fig. 1, and the other is just
to assign one score (“single value”) fig. 2.

Fig. 1 Composite scoring. Hovering over the question mark (or
clicking it on a mobile device) will bring up reminders relating
to each category. Assign a score for each of the 4 components.
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Fig 2 Single Value scoring. Click your number, click “score” and you’re
done. Note that the “Help” tab is available for both methods, with some
information on scoring considerations.
Some may find that the composite scoring, i.e. considering each aspect of a photograph (technique,
composition, message and impact (aka “wow”)) is a strong benefit when formulating comments, as
you have already considered the strengths and weaknesses in each area. More experienced
evaluators may wish to just assign one score. You may also find it interesting to assign a total score,
and then see if your composite analysis comes out the same! An excellent exercise all round.
Once you have assigned your points with either method, simply click the orange “score” button on the
bottom right of the form and your score will be recorded.
Scoring is optional, however we do encourage you to practice in this safe environment. You can
change your score at any time (similar to changing your vote for top 3) and only the final score will be
recorded. Scores will be revealed once voting (for top 3) is complete, as an average and number of
scores, e.g. 7.5/4 showing that 4 people scored the image and the average was 7.5. Averages can
be influenced by one or two “wild” scores such as a 3 or a 9. But you will know how you scored,
compared to the averages. Remember, the “average” will include scores from less experienced
“judges” as well.
Titles will now be shown on all themes from their opening dates, as many feel that a title influences a
score. There have been debates about this forever, so it’s up to you to determine how much weight
to give a title. Titles such as “boat on river” may not be an influence, whereas “drowning in sorrow”
might explain the image a bit more, and thus your reaction to it, for better or worse.
On the judging form, there is a “help” tab outlining some considerations for scoring. As well, if you let
your mouse hover over the question marks following each item on the composite form (or click them
on mobile devices), you will find mini-tip reminders of considerations for each category (fig. 1)
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Moving along to logistics, our webmaster did send out a very detailed email on September 1. If you
didn’t get it, please contact him (webmaster@nwphoto.org).








A star is the scoring link. If the star
is solid, you have already recorded
a score on that image.
Clicking an image toggles it to full
screen. Click again to return to
your choice of view.
For each composite item, think
“weaknesses”, “well handled” or
“exceptional”.
Hey, if you don’t see all this, are you
logged in?

Don’t be surprised at further small changes as the process is finalized. If you have questions about
procedures, or run into a “glitch”, please contact webmaster@nwphoto.org.
For a little more information on judging/evaluation, you can refer to back issues of Shutter Release
newsletter for some articles:
 What Wins (November, 2012 by Shona L.)
 Photographic Critique - What are Judges Looking for (December 16, by Glenn M.)
 Honest Comments (May, 2017 by Shona L.)

Credits!
We love to acknowledge the achievements of our members. This month, congratulations go to Ben
Whiting, whose image “Feeding Frenzy”, of Chinook salmon feeding on a bait ball, won photo of the
month and grand prize for the season in the Westcoast Fishing Club’s photo contest “Wishing We
Were Fishing”. http://westcoastfishingclub.com/promotions/photocontest/ for a larger view. Way to
go, Ben!

“Feeding Frenzy” © Ben Whiting
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Camera Canada Conference 2017 (Debi Nelson)
“Come for the Conference, Stay for the Celebration”
This slogan for the 2017 Canadian Camera Conference
seemed the perfect excuse to experience Ottawa for the
first time during Canada’s 150th birthday celebration.
The conference, put on by CAPA* and hosted by RA
Photo Club, was held at Algonquin College just outside
the city. It was well run and well attended. I enjoyed all
the sessions and field trips despite the cold and
overabundance of rain (BC swapped climates zones with
Ottawa).

© Debi N.

The best tour was to the Library and Archives Canada (LAC) Preservation Centre, housed in a
futuristic building in Gatineau. The extensive tour focused on the preservation of photos and art work
and included the digitizing studio with a sophisticated scanner that
scanned both sides of a document at once, the map studio with
very large scanners, the photography lab and several of the vaults.
The vaults are climate controlled, kept at 18 degrees with 40%
humidity. Unique collections include photography by Robert
Mapplethorpe and Yousuf Karsh, and a portrait of Donald
Sutherland. And of course they have a traditional dark room.
Everyone at LAC was excited about the launch of their first
enhanced eBook, Lingua Franca: A Common Language for
Conservators of Photographic Materials. It’s a bilingual dictionary
of photographic terms aimed at conservation professionals,
teachers, students, and anyone interested in photography. Check it
out at www.bac-lac.gc.ca/eng/news/Pages/2017/lac-launches-firstebook.aspx
The first day of the conference was spent in the dark as we
watched four professional photographers discuss their work and
wow us with their photographs. Richard Martin is a long-time
LAC Preservation Centre © Debi N.
contributor to Photo Life magazine and conducts tours and
workshops around the world. Michelle Valberg shoots amazing wildlife and landscapes and was just
made Photographer in Residence with Canadian Geographic. Dave Brosha is passionate about both
landscape and portraiture and is widely published. Serge Ramelli is a celebrated landscape and
urban photographer noted for his expertise in post-processing artistry.
Some of the sessions during the three days of the conference included Black and White Photography,
Conservation Photography, Photojournalism, Drones and the Future of Photo and Video, the
Business of Photography, Video Using DSLRs, Photo Preservation, Insight from a Model, the
Essence of Seeing and presentations by the Library and Archives Canada about preservation and the
National Gallery about their exhibit of Canadian Photography from 1960 to 2000.
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The week was capped by the fabulous evening presentation of
Canada Wild by Bill Pratt accompanied by music by The Raintree
Earth Ensemble.
During the week I learned some photography techniques, the
importance of patience and being in the moment when taking a
photo, and on a practical note how to take fireworks photos. I also
saw some wonderful photographs, discovered Ottawa and met a lot
of fascinating people from across the country.
The next Canadian Camera Conference is in Calgary in 2019. It’s
well worth considering.
* CAPA (Canadian Association for Photographic Art) is the national
“umbrella” organization for most photo clubs in Canada. It offers
both club and individual memberships and provides a variety of
services and activities.
Captain Canada © Debi N.

Not just another survey
We don’t care what kind of spirit animal you are, or what your favourite colours say about you, or
where you prefer to shop for puppies. But your Executive does care about you. So . . .
Thank you to everyone who filled out a survey form at the end of the last season. You may wonder
what happens after the surveys are completed. First, our webmaster compiles them into tables with
percentages for each category. During the summer, your Executive meets to carefully consider each
category, for use in planning the program, outings, themes, competitions, etc. for the upcoming
season.
We want to stress that we respect your confidentiality and no executive
member knows who participated or whose comments are whose.
Obviously, we can’t satisfy everyone’s requests. We have to consider the
number of people interested, and also our ability to find a speaker or
workshop leader from within our membership or the photographic community
(and one we can afford).
A big thank you to all of you who gave nice comments to the executive members. It means a lot. We
also appreciate every suggestion and comment. Having an idea of what our members would like to
see, learn and do is a huge help in planning.
For the curious, let’s have a look at some of the results from the last survey.
 69% of members responded. (Obviously we’d like to get that to 100%, so please consider filling
in the survey next year).
 All the respondents found our various activities useful, with no strong preferences or dislikes for
any one activity over another.
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 When it came to suggested topics, a strong percentage requested more on black and white, a
majority were looking for composites, photojournalism, long exposures, slideshows, flash and
software. Down near the bottom were infrared, weddings, 3D and a few other specialized
interests. With over 40 topics on the survey to choose from, we obviously can’t do them all!
 We’re grateful that some of our members have stepped up to share their interests or expertise in
some areas. We have a lot of talent and knowledge within our group and it’s great to share that.
 In the field of outings, interest is steady, but we have high numbers who are unable to attend.
This is frequently the case, as we all have busy lives and can’t always carve out a piece of a day
to attend an outing. Those who attended showed interest in revisiting some of the locations,
especially the oceanside ones.
 And almost 100% of the respondents would like us to expand our social media usage, but there
are lots of differing opinions as to how.
We have already responded to one request where over 80% of the respondents wanted to add
scoring to the themes!
Be assured that we consider every single comment, whether addressed to the executive in general or
to a specific officer. We appreciate your feedback.
In future issues, we might be asking some of the executive to respond to specific points raised in the
survey comments. Stay tuned.

The little matter of dues
Just a gentle reminder that if you haven’t yet paid your dues for the year, a more than reasonable $40
for individuals or $65 for a family to cover a year of education and activities, please bring your cheque
or cash to the next meeting. If you expect to miss a few, please drop a line to treasurer@nwphoto.org
so that you don’t get removed from our membership list (We know you wouldn’t want that to happen!)
Also, you can use Canada Post to send your cheque off. See the mailing address on the club’s
website.

Christmas bonus?
Holiday Greeting Card Call for Submissions
Artists living or working in New Westminster are invited to submit designs to
be considered for the annual Holiday card sent out by the City’s Parks and
Recreation Department, office of the CAO and Mayor and Council. The
copyright will remain with the artist, except for the City's right to reproduce the
image for the purposes of the Holiday Card. $250 honorarium will be awarded
to each artwork selected.

© Brenda Fairfax, one of
the winners in 2015
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Submission guidelines:
 One submission per artist
 Design to reflect the Royal City Holidays
 Design to reflect diversity and inclusiveness
 Open to all two dimensional media, size 5” x 7”, either portrait or landscape orientation
 Please do not include text on the design
Please submit by email:
 Name and current address of the artist
 1 jpg or PDF of proposed design
Deadline: 4:30pm, Friday, OCTOBER 13, 2017
*Please note that the maximum file size accepted by City of New Westminster email is 8MB. If your
PDF file is larger, please email a link via WeTransfer or Dropbox. All submission requirements must
be in one file.
Please direct questions and submissions to:
Biliana Velkova, Arts Coordinator bvelkova@newwestcity.ca 604.515.3822
City of New Westminster
777 Columbia Street, New Westminster, BC V3M 1B6

Capture Photography Festival
Remember those great photography exhibits in the spring?
Back for April 2018, submissions open on September 13 and close October 20. If you would like to
be considered for a place in next year’s exhibit, check out the website Call for Exhibitions and Events.
There is an FAQ page as well. This does require booking a venue and paying a reasonable fee
(plus.your own expenses of course), but being part of this well-publicized festival is great exposure.
You might consider pairing up with another photographer as well . . . ?

A few dates
September 16: Club outing to Burns Bog
September 17: Theme “The Long and Winding Road” closes for entries
September 21: The West Coast Animatographers meet at a new location. Summer theme to be
shown is “There and Back Again”. If interested, contact info@animatography.net for location
September 26: Club meeting with guest speaker Brent Hayden
September 30: Theme “Back to School, Fool” closes for entries
October 3: Club meeting with our own Eric Massarelli, speaking on lens choices
October 13: Deadline for New Westminster Christmas Card submissions
October 20: Deadline for proposals for Capture Photography Festival

nwphoto.org
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