November 2017

From my desk
(editor@nwphoto.org)
Well, the rain was a little “thick” to start the
month, but things are back to normal now.
What can you say about November . . . the
clocks change, it rains a lot, and people put
their Christmas decorations up too early?

Winner! December on the Fraser © Karen J. was
selected for the New Westminster Holiday Card! See
“Congrats!” (page 5) for all the details.

Fortunately, offsetting all that nonsense, we have great club activities coming up, so have a read,
mark your calendars and get out there and enjoy – every single day offers a chance for visual
exploration, so never stop looking.
And do keep in mind our current theme that closes November 30, “Stormy Weather”. Wind, rain,
sssss . . . , interesting/dark clouds – if you don’t see any of that in November, you must be
vacationing somewhere else . . . (we wish?)
I’m looking forward to the December Pot-Luck; always a good time. Hope to see you there.

Program (program@nwphoto.org)
Can you believe it?!! The first “half” of the season is almost over. Just one more meeting, and our
pot-luck, then it’s time to think about those early 2018 competitions. So here goes:
November 28: “See, Score, Discuss”, an in-club digital competition where we will all vote. This will be
a fantastic learning experience. Bring a pen or pencil. For the actual competition part, send in ONE
(1) image via our Dropbox (be sure to log in) by November 24.
December 5: Seasonal Pot-luck Dinner and Silent Auction ARRIVE by 6:00 PM;
dinner at 6:30
Food, entertainment and the opportunity to scoop some great bargains. What’s
not to love?!
Check all the details on the website and we’ll see you there! (Bring food to share,
cash or cheques for your auction buys, a friend or more, spouse or more (oh
wait…)

Page 1 of 8

Upcoming Outings (outings@nwphoto.org)
December 9: Lights at LaFarge Lake
Wow – this one offers some amazing displays and it’s free.
1205 Pinetree Way, Coquitlam, close to the LaFargeDouglas Skytrain Station (our meeting place at 5:00 PM).
Lots of theme zones, thousands of lights and transit-friendly.
Last year’s numerous displays and activities are listed on
our website.
Be sure to dress you and your camera for the weather! And bring a tripod!

Past Outing Report

(Karen J.)

Gulf of Georgia Cannery Outing – October 22, 2017
I’ve wandered through this cannery in Steveston before on my own, and although the signage (both
text and illustrations) are very good, participating in a guided tour added a whole new depth and
dimension to my grasp of the place—both its overall history and the experiences of those who toiled
long hours in its cavernous interior. I didn’t realize that it is now actually a National Historic Site of
Canada, and rightly so.
The Gulf of Georgia Cannery opened in 1894 and was the largest in BC for the following eight years.
Known as the "Monster Cannery," it packed more than 2.5 million cans of salmon in 1897 alone. Each
season brought together a diverse mix of workers, usually of First Nations, Chinese, Japanese and
European descent, a work force laboriously churning out one of the province's main exports.

© Karen Justice

We were fortunate to have as our guide, Meghan, the
Cannery’s Head Interpreter. She was a knowledgeable
and lively presenter, and had terrific backstories,
including one about a worker who lost her engagement
ring on the job – a multitude of cans were opened, until
finally the supervisor said no more! The cannery
eventually received a letter from the lucky person who
purchased the can in question – not realizing that the
ring was there by accident, she wrote to effusively thank
the company, saying how pleased she was to have won
their contest. (There was also a juicy rumour about a
missing finger also turning up in a can of salmon—more
protein than the consumer had hoped for, I’m sure.)

The advice to us about dressing warmly was prudent, as particularly at this time of year, the building
is considerably chillier than the temperature outside. One gets used to it quickly, however, and tripods
and handhelds were getting a good workout by more than a dozen NWPC members. It was a quiet
morning visitor-wise, and we had the place almost entirely to ourselves—a luxury when lining up
some unimpeded sightlines of subjects. Some of the results can be viewed in the club’s outing
gallery, a terrific array of images, captured both inside and out. (I’m adding a few additional ones of
mine here, which don’t appear in the gallery online.)
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Images © Karen Justice, from the recent club outing to the Gulf of Georgia Cannery in Steveston
I was struck by the atmosphere, the sense of history and once-vibrant human presence that seems to
pervade the place, a venue offering mysterious machinery, compelling shapes and textures, and
waterfront views from both inside and out. A number of folks took full advantage of the gorgeous
sunny day, both before and after the tour, to take some truly lovely shots in the vicinity. The club’s last
foray to Steveston was on a glum and often drizzly day in March last year; great to have an
opportunity to make a comparison with camera again in hand.

But wait, there’s more!
We got a nice mention of our club visit in the Gulf of Georgia Cannery newsletter, and they featured
member Garfield J.’s photo as well. Awesome!

(Newsletter excerpts © Gulf of Georgia Cannery)
Outing reports are always welcome! – Ed.
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Themes

(themes@nwphoto.org)

Open Themes
Closing on November 30, Stormy Weather. For example, we are thinking of (but not limited to) “high
winds, dark skies, massive rain clouds and colourful sunrises” that are often seen on the coast in
November.
You can comment and score the images in this theme at any time (as long as you are signed in), but
selection of your top 3 choices can only be made in the week after the theme closes.
Theme Results
The fantastic Top 10 results shows were presented at the November 7 meeting, so we can officially
list them for you. Congrats to the winners, and special thanks to all the commenters and voters for
the “Simply Autumn” theme. Great participation, everyone.
Back to School, Fool
Title
Little Brother’s First Day of School
Way Back to School
Trade ya for my PB&J
Bambini vanno a scuola
Cooking School
Recess
Labour Day Monday – the last Day
of Freedom
Untitled
Navigating the Campus
“I got a gold star, I got a gold star!”
Safety First

Photographer
Harry T.
Barb T.
Brenda F.
Glenn M.
Debi N.
Karen J.

Ranking (Score)
1st (38 pts)
2nd (24 pts)
3rd (18 pts)
4th (16 pts)
5th
6th

Peter J.E.
Sheryl G.
Michael D.
Brenda F.
Harry T.

7th
8th, 9th, 10th (tie)
8th, 9th, 10th (tie)
8th, 9th, 10th (tie)
8th, 9th, 10th (tie)

Stats: 24 images; 9 votes; 39 comments; 23 commenters; top commenters: Glenn M./Nancy M.

Safety First © Harry T.

Page 4 of 8

Trade ya for my PB&J © Brenda F.

Bambini vanno a scuola ©
Glenn M.

Theme Results, cont’d.
Simply Autumn
Title
Photographer
Ranking (Score)
In the Gutter
Eric M.
1st (47 pts)
An Autumn to Crow About
Harry T.
2nd (44 pts)
A walk in the rain
Garfield J.
3rd (40 pts)
Carpet of Gold
Peter Ellis
4th
Wild rose
Shona L.
5th
A temporary resting place
Michael D.
6th
Fall Colours of the Prairies
Ben W.
7th
Fence and Foliage
Brenda F.
8th, 9th (tie)
Lonely Picnic Bench
Nancy M.
8th, 9th (tie)
Poplars
Karen J.
10th (tie)
Bonsai
Ziggy J.
10th (tie)
Stats: 65 images; 22 votes; 200 comments; top commenters: Shona L./Garfield J.

Carpet of Gold © Peter Ellis

Bonsai © Ziggy J.

Congrats to our Pres!
In the September issue, we noted the guidelines and closing date for New Westminster’s Holiday
Greeting Card call for submissions, and noted that Brenda F. had her submission chosen in 2015 for
one of the cards.
So guess what?! (oh wait – I gave it away on page 1) – anyway – we have had another photo from
one of our club members, namely our awesome Pres, Karen Justice, selected!
Karen says, “Partway through the adjudication process, I got a note asking if I had a colour version of
the image, which I don't. It was shot in B&W, the point being that the scene was so frosty and grey, it
would have looked the very same in colour. Anyway, at that point, I figured they'd passed on it.
Imagine my surprise when I received the note below:
“The jury for the City of New Westminster Holiday card submissions met and adjudicated the entries. I
am delighted to inform you that your submission was chosen to represent the CAO Annual Holiday
card.. .. Congratulations!”
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“The scene was found as is, with children's drawings scratched into the frost on the wooden railing in
the foreground. Beyond is a winter view of the Fraser River from Queensborough's Port Royal, facing
west. I have given the edges a softer, "frostier" look, to complement the overall effect.”
(The photo is on the first page of this newsletter and looks like this, but bigger-

Ed.)

The Editor Responds to the 2016/2017 year end survey (Shona L., Editor)
Continuing with our survey series “The Executive Responds”, I have a few replies to the comments
from our survey. Thank you to everyone who noted that they enjoy the newsletter. I have a lot of fun
putting it together, and it’s really helped out by our member contributions (hint, hint).
Back issues: Fewer than 20% of our members read back issues. That’s totally understandable, if
you read them the first time, but new members might enjoy giving them a browse. I plan to put
together a little summary of the articles that have been written by our in-house experts, and have it
available somewhere for reference. Another project. On the list.
Selling advertisements: Although a good idea, it can be a fairly large sales job
and, obviously, someone has to do the sales, billing and collections, and we
have to be able to handle the ads technically (which I know was sometimes a
challenge for the Pacific Zone News, CAPA’s local newsletter). If any of you
wish to volunteer for the job . . . contact us and we’ll run it by the Executive.
Reviewing local photo businesses: I could definitely get behind this idea and
will get working on this, starting by asking all of you if there is any place you
prefer to frequent, and why (I mean photo businesses, not bars …) So
members, where do you buy your cameras, film (ha ha joking! – sort of – I still
use a bit) and other equipment, or get your prints made . . . Just send me a
sentence or two and I’ll put together a little summary. Or send a paragraph or
more if you like!
Share your passion – articles by members: I am happy to say that we have
had some members submit some very helpful articles so far. Hoping for more
(hint – again). I don’t like to hit up our executive members all the time,
as I know they’re already busy, and I also know we have many talented
members.
So if there is a technique you are good at, or a place you like to
photograph, or anything you would like to talk about really, this
newsletter is not just about me filling space. You don’t have to write a
BOOK or an extensive article (although you’re more than welcome to) –
but just a few sentences is fine. Do you photograph birds? Where and
how do you get the best shots? Portraits? – how do you deal with your
models? Night shots? – what tripod do you use? That kind of thing.
Send to editor@nwphoto.org or hand me (or post) a handwritten paper.
I’m good either way.

Page 6 of 8

Lights and More Lights
Getting a start on the holiday season, many colourful venues open towards the end of November.
Especially if you have family or friends visiting, enjoy photographing unique Christmas/holiday light
displays, or just like colour for that matter, there are always lots of opportunities in the lower mainland.
Almost all of these are closed Christmas day, so double check before you venture out. Links
provided where available.
Winter Lights at Lafarge Lake
The location for our December 9 outing, the location is open from November
25 to January 21 from 5:30 to 11:00 each night (and after midnight on New
Year’s Eve). Free.
Vandusen Festival of Lights
Always worth a visit, the only hassle can be parking. 5151 Oak Street, from
December 1 to January 7. Adult tickets are $15.24 online and $18.10 at the
gate, so head to the Vandusen Gardens website and buy tickets in advance.
Hours vary, opening at 4:30 and going to 9:00 (10:00 December 15-24).
Massive displays.
Capilano Suspension Bridge Canyon Lights
Lights are on from November 23 to January 28. Although all park attractions are included (park open
11:00 AM to 9:00 PM, tickets are ridiculously expensive ($42.95 adult) so be sure you’re really into
treetops and suspension bridges before heading up to the north shore.
Peak of Christmas at Grouse Mountain
Lights and activities like skating and sliding, and much more, all for one (relatively expensive) ticket.
November 24 to January 7; tickets go on sale November 24. Family pass in the $89 range. A unique
activity for visitors.
Burnaby Village Museum
An old-fashioned Christmas mood prevails as you stroll through the town and shops. Free admission
with a small charge for the carousel rides. November 25 through January 5. Hours vary so be sure
to check before you go. Opens at 1:00 PM.
Vancouver City
There are usually good light displays along the waterfront, i.e. the Convention Centre area, as well as
downtown.
Carol Ships
It can be a bit of work finding out where the ships will be, but shoreline viewing is free, and some
areas offer festival-like activities to coordinate with the ships’ parade schedule(s). Being on a boat
doesn’t guarantee a view of the parade, nor a guaranteed good experience.
Neighbourhoods
No matter where you live, there is likely an area where people go crazy with their lights. Local papers
are always printing lists. Expect traffic jams in those areas. You might be surprised what you’ll find
just walking around your own neighbourhood.
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A few dates of interest

November 1-30

November 16

November 24
November 26
November 28
November 30
December 1
December 5
December 9

Introspection: Art exhibition by our very own member Tatiana Bobko.
at the Plaskett Gallery at Massey Theatre, 735 Eighth Avenue, New
West, Tuesdays to Saturdays from 12pm-2pm and 3pm-6pm, and
during all performances
West Coast Animatographers meet to work on their slideshow skills.
The meeting challenge is “Moist” but other shows are also welcome.
Guests are more than welcome to critique, and gather some
instruction and inspiration. Meeting in New Westminster at 6:45;
http://animatography.net for information and meeting location.
Last day to submit an image to our in-house digital competition to our
dropbox (must be logged in): Dropbox
Grey Cup. Not a photo op unless you’re there, but always an excuse
for some beer and chips … which could result in some photo ops –
you never know.
Club meeting – in-house digital competition.
The theme “Stormy Weather” closes for entries and begins the one
week voting phase. Cast your ballot for your top 3, try some scoring
and make a comment or two. A great learning experience.
Check out the website (if you’re not subscribed to notices) to find out
the club’s online theme for the month of December.
Holiday pot-luck dinner, silent auction, entertainment and our last
meeting of 2017. Remember earlier start time of 6:00 – 6:30.
Club outing to Lafarge Lake to see the lights!

nwphoto.org

CGI images © Shona L.; all other images creative commons, fair use, used under license or copyrighted as noted.
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