January 2018

From my desk

(editor@nwphoto.org)
The winter weather has been interesting since the solstice,
giving us seldom-seen opportunities for snow and ice
photography, adding to all the seasonal displays. And for
those at lower elevations closer to the sea, lots of shiny
reflections! So even though the lights are disappearing, there
are always things to photograph in every season. And yes, I say this a lot!
Our website (www.nwphoto.org) is the best source for information about upcoming outings, programs
and events. Don’t forget about our member galleries – always inspiring.
Publication dates might be a little irregular for a while as I deal with some family issues. I appreciate
your understanding --- Shona

North Shore Challenge!
This is coming up fast, people. You have until February 3 to submit your images (up to 3) for
consideration by the selection committee. Only 6 of our club images can go to the NSC. We know
we’ve seen some amazing photographs in the last few months so pick your 3 best and send them for
consideration! All the details are outlined in the Dropbox section. (Log in, then go to Members/My
Uploads, then select the Dropboxes tab. Important things to remember:
The size is different from our normal club submission so be sure to size your images at a maximum
width of 1400 pixels by a maximum height of 1050. You cannot enter an image that was previously
entered in the NSC.
A pdf with all the rules is linked to the Dropbox page or you can read it here. (If you’re concerned
about any security warning, access from the club site as described above). Pay particular attention to
the titling sequence. And yes, you must have titles.
Remember, you may also enter as an individual, whether or not you have one chosen to represent
the club. Just don’t send the same image that was accepted by the club.
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Program (program@nwphoto.org)
January 23: Guest speaker Olaf Sztaba on “Seeing Simplified – How to see and craft powerful
imagery”. There is just far too much to say about this photographer – check out the links on our
website and, most importantly, don’t miss this opportunity to hear this inspirational speaker.
Also that night, our top 10 images from the recently completed “Favourite Christmas Carol” theme.
February 6: Most of you have seen some of the long-exposure work by our own Glenn Marcus. Be
sure to attend this meeting to learn more about how he creates them, and how you can create your
own unique photographs (never the same twice) using these techniques.
Also, the selection committee will share the images selected to represent the club at the North Shore
Challenge. (You have entered, right?)

Upcoming Outings (outings@nwphoto.org)
Need we remind you to put these dates on your calendar now so they don’t get run over by some less
important events, like taking the car in for service, or your in-laws’ visit … like that?
February 17
In tune with the February 6 talk by Glenn, he will guide us in actual techniques in a morning outing.
Tentatively we’ll meet at Canada Place at 9 AM. Logistics TBA.
March 11
Traboulay Trail Photowalk
April 28
A really early (pre-crowds) to the Abbotsford Tulip Festival. Yes, 7AM but well worth it for the dawn
light and gorgeous colours.

Past Outings

Mushroom Light Burst © Tim S.
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Swan Lake © Harry T.

The photographs above are a couple of the many strong images captured at the club’s last outing at
LaFarge Lake. Many members who attend outings post some of their photos on the club website.
Do have a look – some of them are magnificent!
Outing reports are always welcome! – feel free to send me a summary any time – Ed.

Themes

(themes@nwphoto.org)

Open Theme
Until January 31, the theme “Composition: Triangles” is open for your three interpretations. Find or
compose triangular shapes – when you start looking, and moving your camera, you will have a hard
time deciding on just three. Enjoy the hunt. And be sure to check the website for a more detailed
description and some examples.
Theme Results
The top 10 photos from the November theme “Stormy Weather” were shown at the January 2
meeting. Here they are in written form.
Please not that “points (pts)” in this table refer to the total of votes (members 1st to 3rd place choices
have been assigned numbers for each place, to help avoid ties.) The scoring out of 10 that you may
have done on the images, is for your assistance in learning to score and/or select your top images,
and is not used to calculate the top 10 results.
51 images; 18 votes; 167 comments (!); 49 commenters
Title
Photographer
Braving the Elements
Michael D.
Umbrella vs. Nature
Rick L.
Ominous
Shona L.
Batten Down the Hatches
Brenda F.
The Light and the Dark
Harry F.
All by Myself
Brenda F.
Storm Damage?
Nancy M.
Just the Two of Us
Rick L.
Love a Stormy Night
Deanna T.
Looking out my window
Michael D.
After the Storm
Ben W.
Love is a Warm Umbrella
Harry T.
Impending Storm over the city
Tim S.
All theme images can be viewed on the website (Photos/Themes).
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Place (score)
(48 pts)
2nd (37 pts)
3rd (33 pts)
4th (22 pts)
5th
6th
7th
8th
9th
10th (tie)
10th (tie)
10th (tie)
10th (tie)
1st

In-club Competition Results
The November 28 meeting’s competition was a little different. Instead of just three “judges” scoring
the photographs, everyone in attendance had a scoresheet. After the votes were tabulated, we
commented on why we thought the image merited a score of 7 (by us) or better. No suggestions for
improvement – this particular exercise was to provide a greater insight to what aspects of a photo
move us to give it a higher score. A good learning experience. Here are the scores from the
membership, averaged (out of 10).
Title
Sunset on the Tiber
Sunset in Key West
Beauty Afloat
Heron in Fall
Travelling Towards the Light
Earthquake
Chaos is Lurking
Wading in the Sunset #19
Lightning Strike
Night at the Opera
Livelihood Lost
Evil Twins
Majestic Ranch Branding
Untitled
Devotion
Enjoying the Music
Untitled
Tip Toe Thru the Tulips
Summer Glow

Sunset in Key West © Rick L.
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Photographer
Glenn M.
Rick L.
Debra N.
Janelle B
Peter Eisenbock
Shona S.
Michael D.
Barb T.
Bill B.
Deanna T.
Derek C.
Karen J.
Geoff G.
Kate L.
Kathy H.
Milada D.
Janet P.
Brenda F.
James G.

Lightning Strike © Bill B.

Score
7.4
7.4
6.9
6.8
6.7
6.6
6.6
6.5
6.5
6.4
6.4
6.3
6.2
6.1
6.0
5.9
5.5
5.2
5.5

Chaos is Lurking © Michael D.

Wading in the Sunset © Barb T.

The Big, the Small and the Sizing of it All
At the last November meeting, Nancy provided some instruction on “Fitting in the Box: Resizing
Images for Projection”. She also provided some very good tips/guidelines/resources for reference. If
you haven’t seen them, the pdf notes can be accessed here. (If you are worried about any warnings
from your computer, this is definitely a reliable website, but you can also go to our website under
Resources/Presentations/Tutorials and Education.) If you hesitate when it comes time to resize your
photograph, maybe print these notes and keep them handy.
Thanks again to Nancy for all the work setting up these notes. If you have trouble making your
particular software do what you want, and Google doesn’t help, feel free to ask one of the Executive
and we’ll find you someone who can help.

Photo Ops and deadlines and shows oh my
January 18 – West Coast Animatographers monthly meeting at 6:45 in New Westminster. Please
email info@animatography.net for location. Show reviews and techie tips. No charge and lots of
information and inspiration if you are interested in learning to create slide shows or better slide shows
with your photographs.
January 19 – 21 – Vancouver Motorcycle Show at Tradex, Abbotsford. Photo ops galore if you like
shiny reflections, gorgeous metallic colours, repetition, coloured lights or funky looking old bikers.
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January 23 – Club meeting with guest speaker Olaf Sztaba. Don’t even think about missing this one.
January 27 – Photoshop Techniques with Peter Levey, sponsored by the Abbotsford Photo Arts Club.
$59 for the day (8:30 to 4:30 so you still have time to get to Burnaby afterwards). More information
here. Limited to 60 photographers who can take notes (no laptops permitted).
January 27 - Burnaby Photographic Society’s 22nd annual Showcase, featuring a print exhibition
and an evening of slide shows. Shadbolt Centre for the Arts. The print exhibition is open from
January 21 – 27 and the show is at 7 PM. Get your tickets early as this event can sell out early.
Tickets are available at the Shadbolt box office: $18. Look for the link on this page to buy online.
January 31 is the last day to enter the theme “Composition – Triangles”.
February 3 – Deadline to Dropbox your North Shore Challenge entries for consideration by the club.
February 6 – Club meeting featuring our own Glenn Marcus on long exposures. A useful technique
for so many subjects.
February 11 is the last date to enter individual images in the North Shore Challenge. The entry form
is here. $15, or only $25 bundled with a ticket to the event. A good deal.
February 17 – Club outing to experiment with long exposures – with instruction from Glenn.
March 11 – Club outing photowalk. Stay tuned.
March 17 is the actual judging of the North Shore Challenge. Kay Meek Centre for the Performing
Arts in West Vancouver. 7 PM. Tickets available from the Kay Meek Box Office. (Google it. My link
kept coming back to the same useless page. Argh – technology rots my socks sometimes.)

Did you know that Leo’s Cameras
(Granville Street) has an online
presence now? Check them out
here.
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Congrats!
He has done it again, folks! Our own Ben Whiting has had another photo published in the “Northern
Miner” newspaper, which has a distribution of around 40,000 copies worldwide.

© Ben Whiting

nwphoto.org

All clipart used under license. All photographs copyrighted as noted.
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