March 01, 2020

Thank you to Glenn Marcus for this month’s Newsletter Front Page
Gold Creek Lower Falls
Create the Photographic Feeling you Want by Shooting in Manual
As I was working to get this photograph of Gold Creek Lower Falls it struck me how important it is to shoot in Manual mode rather than only relying on Aperture or Shutter, or some
other semi-automatic mode of the camera. In making the decisions to create the photograph
experience you want, use the full range of controls of the camera. As you work the camera it
reinforces: this is what photography is all about. This is the difference between pushing the
shutter button to get a photograph and using the skills of your craft to create the photograph
you want.
Over the years of doing long exposure photography I have learned that longer is not necessarily better. For moving water, a shutter speed of 1.6/s is the ideal shutter speed for long exposure shots of waterfalls or rapids that creates the blur of movement yet retains needed detail
in the water. A longer shutter speed turns the water into a white blur. A shorter shutter speed
loses the long exposure effect and clutter, in terms of too much detail, starts to take over.

Create the Photographic Feeling you Want by Shooting in Manual (Continued)
Why not just rely on Shutter speed? While this easily controls the time the shutter stays open,
it leaves no decisions for other factors that impact the exposure and overall look.
I like using Manual mode as it allows me to dial in the aspects of the "triangle of good exposure" - shutter speed, aperture and ISO. In manual I can adjust all three to all arrive at what I
think will work best for the photograph.
I know for water movement, a shutter speed of around 1.6/s is best. It retains details of water
but allows the softness of blur to show. I can adjust the aperture to tune in the depth I want
to be clear, and how much I want a bit softer. How do I want the background to show up? I
want to keep the viewer's attention on the water, so I want that to be crisp and in focus.
I watch my histogram to see if my whites will be blown out, or will the blacks in the photo
have no details? Shooting waterfalls and rapids it is important to not over expose the whites
or I will lose tone and detail in the water.
The ISO adjustment is an adjustment that photographers sometime forget about as an important way of fine tuning the adjustment. Photographers often leave it on Automatic or set it
to a low value like 100. You have more options. Once I settle on my shutter speed and aperture I arrive at the correct exposure by making minor adjustments to the ISO. Newer cameras
today will show basically no difference in image quality for small adjustments in ISO. The
previous approach of shooting at ISO 100 or lower for good quality is simply no longer true.

So try your shots shooting Manual. Remember there are three dimensions to control exposure: shutter, aperture and ISO and see what effects you can create.

Editor’s Notes

Welcome to March;

How in the world did that happen?

Thank you, Glenn, for bringing us into March with an injection of passion
and vitality!
Greetings everyone and Welcome to March! Spring is in the air and little flowers are
peeking out here and there and the rest of the year seems to be calling out to us camera
toting folks. I have to admit to motivational problems over the last few months, but I
am feeling much better now.
I will no longer be posting the stats for the pictures in the newsletter. If you visit the
website Themes page you will find 2 icons; I must admit that I missed these in the past.
One icon will allow you to read all the comments for the pictures submitted and the
other will show you all the stats. A really useful touch, thank you Derek!! And thank
you to Karen for keeping my typesetting looking good :)

I have to admit that sometimes it is worth poking around our web site, you just never
know what Easter eggs are there to discover :)
And now, “On with the show!!”

Member Competitions

This month, we showcase the best of the Food, Motion, and Textures/Patterns Themes.
Fine Art will be coming in the next issue.
Congratulations to our Winners!!
Check out the DPS Guide to Food Photography @
https://nwphoto.org/attachments/tHe5d5ad96300ed6/The_dPS_Ultimate_Guide_to_Food_Photography.pdf

Food

First Place

Berry Delish

By: Nancy Matheson
Camera: Nikon Coolpix (point and shoot)
This picture owes more to my editing skills than excellent staging and photography. This
picture was taken at a crazy busy outdoor party, with bright overhead light, and uncontrollable clutter. I did ask Ben to hold his fork, with the intention of making a nice food photo,
but, otherwise, I was at the mercy of the situation. My white balance was way out of
whack. The editing was done in Lightroom, and included: major cropping, level correction, white balance correction, and a bit of cloning to get rid of some clutter I couldn’t crop
out. Of course, some curves and clarity.

Food

First Place

Berry Delish II
By: Nancy Matheson
I have included the original before picture. When I hear people say that there photos aren’t
good enough, I often think of my very rough before pictures. Feel free to share if you think
it would interest members.

Thank you so much, Nancy, I truly appreciate the effort to include this , really interesting to see!

Food

Second Place

Got Room for Dessert? By Karen Justice

Taken with my Lumix Panasonic DMC-FZ28 camera. Location: Granville Island Market,
where the bakery cases are always filled with luscious, glistening treats!
“I have to laugh when you write that you have room for "desert" -- as that's usually very dry
and filled with cactus plants. Dessert is the sweets at the end of a meal. (What a difference
one little 's' can make...!)”
Indeed Karen, Indeed! My bad. Now about that extra room I have for a little dessert….
Very nice shot!!

Food

Third Place

Title: Fresh from the Oven
By: Nancy Matheson
Camera: my old Nikon D300 with my 50mm prime lens
Comments on taking this picture: This was an actual attempt to make an attractive
food photo. I was stuck by the complementary colours; the warm tones of the muffins against the blue of my oven.
To get this shot I had to practically crawl into the oven (it was still warm) to get an
angle I liked. The only light was the oven light, so I had to shoot wide open, at F1.8.
Happily that gave me lovely soft boken.

My personal favorite! When I first saw this shot I swear that I could smell
them! Thank you!

Motion
Title: Starling Backlight
Who: Nancy Matheson
What: Fujifilm xt-2, 55-200mm lens
Settings: ISO 400; 149mm, f 6.4, 1/220 sec
Where: In my backyard, Sapperton

First Place

Motion

First Place

(Continued)

I’ve been taking pictures of my
backyard birds for a few years
now. As I’ve developed some
craft in getting clear pictures,
I’ve been more interested in
trying to capture their behaviour and personality. Looking
out my back window, I was
watching the starlings fight to
try to land on the “starling
proof” suet feeder. Dozens try,
but few manage to actually attach to the feeder. Then, a
shaft of light shone through at
just the right angle to light up
the feeder. That sent me running for the camera. I was
thrilled with this moment when
the light illuminated his wing,
making almost a silhouette of
his head and face.

The two pictures: I initially created the black and white image because the colours were distracting, and
frankly, not that appealing. After submitting the black and white, I did some more work on the coloured
version, simplifying the palette, and darkening the background, and find I like this version even more. So,
I’m taking the opportunity to share.

Thank you so much for sharing this with us, Nancy, we are always interested in the “back story.” Wonderful shot!

Motion

Second Place

Second Place for the theme Motion went to Ian Pearson for his photo, Shake,
shake, shake. My apologies for not being able to catch up with Ian, When I do,
I hope that he will give me permission to use his winning photo and see if I can
get a few comments. My apologies, Ian.

Motion

Third Place

Annual Fishing Trip to the Queen Charlotte Islands
Haida Gwaii, Waves Breaking on Shag Rock
Who: Ben Whiting
What: A durable camera point-and-shoot Canon - which was very portable for when you are
on the boat.
Where: The photo was taken from the tossing deck of a 26-foot Bridgeview, aluminum
hulled fishing boat.
Why: The inspiration was the Sea, waves crashing against Shag Rock, north of Klashwun
Point, Graham Island, Haida Gwaii.
Thank you, Ben, for a terrific shot, I hope you caught a few fish as well!

My Shotz

Personal Favorites that can be shared!!

The attached photo has been selected for "Photo of the Week" in
Shipspotting Canada - West, for the ADS ARENDAL.

Ship Spotting is a worldwide phenomenon in photography to not only capture a good photo, but document where and what ship.
"On this beautiful afternoon, 20 November 2019, in Burrard Inlet, Port of Vancouver, the bulk carrier ADS ARENDAL sits at anchor awaiting loading. IMO# 9304186. She is a 40,000 gross tonnes
vessel, length 225 metres, beam 32.2 metres, built in 2014 and sails under the flag of Norway.
Crossing in the foreground are the tugs SST SALISH and SST CAPILANO of Saam Smit Canada
Inc. and the VFPA 5 workboat of the Vancouver Fraser Port Authority."

By Ben Whiting

My Shotz

Personal Favorites that can be shared!!

Thank you to Milada Dzevitskaya.
Title: Aggressor
Camera: Nikon D 7100
Details: Shutter priority. Shutter speed 1/1000
Comment: I spent lots of time to capture some interesting action and I have got it at
last.

My Shotz

Personal Favorites that can be shared!!

Thank you to Milada Dzevitskaya.
Title: Northern Harrier Male
Camera: Nikon D 7100
Details: Shutter priority Shutter speed 1500
Comment: Not so often one can catch the Northern Harrier male. It's such a beautiful
and very fast-flying bird. The main problem for me was not to spot the bird but to
come as close to the bird as possible. I haven't a telephoto lens so had to use my feet.

My Shotz

Personal Favorites that can be shared!!

Thank you to Milada Dzevitskaya.
Title: Northern Harrier Male
Camera: Nikon D 7100
Details: Shutter priority Shutter speed 1500
Comment: I was looking for the moment of landing eagles and my patience rewards
me. I have got one.

Thank you Milada, I want to start taking more bird shots myself, beautiful!

My Shotz

Personal Favorites that can be shared!!

Thank you to Michael Davis
Title: Industry and Regrowth

My Shotz

Personal Favorites that can be shared!!

Continued From Michael Davis—Industry and Regrowth
Camera: Fuji XT2, XF18-55 @50mm; f11; ISO 400; 1/150 sec.
Where: Port Moody, Old Mill Site along the Shoreline Trail, which is accessible when
the tide is low.
Comment: Port Moody has a very industrial heritage with a mill, bulk terminal, a refinery, and power station amongst other things.
The city is slowly transitioning into a residential based community and is now better
known for Rocky Point Park, craft beer row and Newport Village.
I like how in this photo we can see some of the different stages of development (old
mill, Thermal Power plant, Rocky Point pier) and hints of its future in the regrowth of
the tree within the old mill’s foundation.

Thank you Michael, it is always wonderful hearing about your adventures!

My Shotz

Personal Favorites that can be shared!!

Thank you once again Michael Davis
Title: Ship Wrecked

Camera: Fuji XT2, XF18-55 @50mm; f9; ISO 200; 1/45 sec.
Where: Port Moody, along the Shoreline Trail
Comment: This skeleton of an old boat has always intrigued me as it slowly decays just beside the start of the trail. I was shooting using monochrome in my EVF and was able to find
a nice balance between the shadows and highlights to bring definition to the subject, as well
the tide was at a good level to help separate the boat from the mudflats. I also like how the
dead tree branches are in a way mirroring the ribs like they are trying to touch each other.

Outings

Where We Have Been!

Do you have a favorite shot or two from one of our outings? Share them
with us, we can learn new techniques, share visions and congratulate one
another for a photo well taken.
We welcome you interpretation of our outings!

editor@nwphoto.org.

Outings

Where We Have Been!

Thank Heavens that it is March and we can start getting out!! :)

Why Bother to Comment?

By: Nancy Matheson,
7 January 2020

One of the reasons we come together in photography clubs is to share our passion
for photography and to help each other become better photographers. One of the
best tools available for both of these is deeply thoughtful critique.
We are all busy people. Commenting, especially commenting thoughtfully, takes
time and effort. Why should we bother? Well, of course, to help your fellow club
members. Beyond that, though, each time you spend 3 or 4 minutes to really study
an image, and to struggle to put what you see and feel into words you are giving
yourself a mini-lesson in photography. You are strengthening your skills in seeing
and understanding what you like, what has impact for you. All this will make you
a better critic of your own photos, and ultimately, a better photographer.
You don’t feel experienced enough to comment on someone’s photo? That’s a
shame because if you spend time with an image, you will come to see what you
like, and don’t, and with a bit of practice, you can see why.
You fear hurting someone’s feelings? Good! There is no need to be unkind in
your comments. But, thoughtfully worded, constructive criticism isn’t mean.
Keep in mind, if someone is asking for feedback, they are willing to hear some critique, and even if it doesn’t feel great in the moment, it may help them make the
next image even better.
So, by all means scroll quickly through Facebook or Instagram photos and offer
some “likes” and the occasional, “great capture” to connect with friends. But,
from time to time, when a colleague is seeking feedback, spend a few minutes
with a single image and offer some thoughtful feedback. Your feedback may be
valuable to her, AND the time spent making the comments will certainly benefit
you.

G.A.S.

Buy, Sell, Trade, Give Away, etc.

SOLD

Brand New Nikon D-750 + 9 Nikor
lenses, never used, $35.00

The name says it all; all items must be photography related,
simply email your items to editor@nwphoto.org.

Upcoming Eventz!
Festival Du Bois Mar 7, 2020
Dig out your plaid, mark your calendars and join us at the 31st annual Festival Du
Bois in Mackin Park, Maillardville.

North Shore Challenge 2020 Mar 7, 2020
North Shore Photography Challenge, 7:00 pm March 7, 2020 Kay Meek Centre for
the Performing Arts West Vancouver, BC.
Crescent Beach Photography Club Black & White Print Competition 2020 Submissions due: Mar 14, 2020, Competition date: Apr 18, 2020
Light Painting

Apr 21, 2020

Our popular light painting evening. Hopefully the weather will be dry and we get to
play outdoors with different light instruments to create some cool images. Details to
follow.

Parting Shotz
“People spot a big black lens, and they worry about what they're doing, or
how their hair looks. Nobody see the person holding the camera.”
― Erica O'Rourke
“A professional headshot in front of a bookshelf says you're an intellectual. A professional headshot peeking though a bookshelf says you're probably under a restraining
order.”
― Ryan Lilly

“It's all about taming the light.”
― Adrian Leslie Lobo

“All my pictures are portraits of my soul .”
― Romi Florea

Easter is coming, just a reminder !!!

